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REASONS TO BE FAITHFUL  
 

“Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also 
with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from 
sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the 
lusts of men, but for the will of God. For we have spent enough of our past 
lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles - when we walked in lewdness, 
lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. 
In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the 
same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. They will give an account 
to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who are 
dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit” (1 Peter 4:1-6).  
 

Introduction 
 

1. There are only two masters from which we can choose to serve - God or Satan – and it is only possible to serve 
one (Matthew 6:24).  

 

2. It is when we become accountable for our sins that we experience spiritual death (Isaiah 59:1-2; Ephesians 2:1-3; 

Romans 3:23). Hearing the gospel gives us an opportunity to choose whom we will serve (cp. Matthew 7:13-14). It is a 
choice we ought to make immediately (cp. Joshua 24:15).   

 

3. In the passage we read, Peter sets before you four reasons to remain faithful to God. 
 

1. Because Jesus Died For You 
Jesus personally died for you, and His love for you is the strongest motive possible for remaining faithful to Him.  
 

a. Jesus bore your sins on the cross: 
 

“Jesus Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
having died to sins, might live for righteousness - by whose stripes you 
were healed” (1 Peter 2:24).  

 

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 
2:20).  

 

b. God sent His Son to die for you because He loved you. 
 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16; cp. Romans 5:6-9).  

 

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).  

 

c. John wrote, “We love Him because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). God demonstrated His love for you in 
sending Christ to die for you (Romans 5:8), and you demonstrate your love for God by keeping His 
commandments. If we truly love God, then we will remain faithful unto death (Revelation 2:10). 

 

“By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His 
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His 
commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:2-3).  

 

“If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's 
commandments and abide in His love” (John 15:10).  

 

“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).  

While we recognize that Christ 
died for our sins, i.e., believers 
in general, we must also 
recognize, like Paul, that He 
died for me, i.e., each one of us 
personally. 

It is true that Christ gave 
Himself because of His love 
for the world, but we must 
also understand, like Paul, 
that He gave Himself because 
of His love for me, i.e., each 
one of us personally.  
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2. Because You Have Spent Enough Time In Sin 
We may go through many trials and tribulations, but to fall away is the height of foolishness! Why would you want to return to that which 
enslaved you and revel in the sins of which you are now ashamed?  
 

a. All of us that are now genuine Christians have put on the new man and put off the old man which was created 
according to God (Ephesians 4:20-24). The sins of the past have been washed away (Acts 22:16) and forgotten by 
God (Jeremiah 31:34), but we often remember our past sin and are filled with shame (Romans 6:21).   

 

b. Paul says, “Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, 
that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no 
longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin” 

(Romans 6:6-7). These things being true, why would we desire to return 
to that way of life?  

 

c. Christ suffered for us that we might be freed from slavery to sin to be 
slaves to righteousness. A Christian has ceased from sin, done with 
sin, and no longer lives according to the principles of the world, but 
for the will of God.  

 
“Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also 
with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from 
sin, that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts 
of men, but for the will of God. For we have spent enough of our past 
lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles - when we walked in lewdness, 
lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries” (1 
Peter 4:1-3).  
 

d. Before we obeyed the gospel we were slaves of sin, but now we are done with sin, and, indeed, we are 
ashamed of the sins we committed. These are reasons enough to remain faithful.  

 

“Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of 
endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: for yet a 
little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith; 
but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him. But we are not of those who draw back 
to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul” (Hebrews 10:35-39).  

 

3. Because Of Our Influence On Others  
While we remain faithful we can continue having a positive influence on others, but if we fall away we will likely have a negative influence on 
our brethren, family, friends, and work mates. God will surely hold us guilty for such.  
 

a. Jesus said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12), and He said to His disciples, “You are the light of the 
world… Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:14-16). As we strive to live godly lives we will “shine as lights 
in the world” (Philippians 2:15). You know you’re a shining light when unbelievers 
think you’re behavior is strange (1 Peter 4:4).  

 

b. Our speech and behavior will have an influence for good or evil on those around us: 
 

1) The influence of a godly spouse on an unbelieving spouse (1 Corinthians 7:12-16; 1 Peter 3:1-2). 
 

2) David’s sinful behavior caused the enemies of God to blaspheme (2 Samuel 12:9-14). 
 

3) Paul was willing to become all things to all men to have a positive influence (1 Corinthians 9:19-22). 
 

4) Sin left unchecked in the church can have a negative influence on all the members (1 Corinthians 5:1-6).  
 

5) Paul and Silas, though in prison, exerted an influence through their singing (Acts 16:25-30). 
 

6) Your behavior may influence others to do something against their conscience (1 Corinthians 8:1-11). 

“… but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you 
may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God” 
(Romans 12:2b). 
  

“And do not be conformed to the 
principles of this world…” (Romans 
12:2a). 
 

“For this is the will of 
God, your sanctification: 
that you should abstain 
from sexual immorality” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:3). 

 

Every Christian ought 
to live in such a way as 
to “adorn the doctrine 
of God” (Titus 2:9-10).  
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7) Timothy was circumcised in order to maximize his influence among the Jews (Acts 16:1-3). 
 

8) Peter had a negative influence on Barnabas (Galatians 2:11-14). 
 

c. A person that remains faithful can continue to be a light in the world and have a positive influence on others, 
but one who falls away ought to think of the negative influence he might have on brethren, family, friends, 
and work mates. 

 

4. Because There Is A Judgment  
The fear of judgment can bring us to our senses (Jonah 3:1-10) and is a legitimate motive to remain faithful to God. 
 

a. God “has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has 
ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). Of course, whether 
you accept the testimony of the apostles is going to be determined by your attitude toward the scriptures (2 

Timothy 3:15-16). The Hebrew writer assures us that after death comes judgment (Hebrews 9:27). 
 

b. Jesus gave us a glimpse of the final judgment scene: “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before 
Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And He 
will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on His right 
hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world… Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:31-41).  

 

c. For those who obey the gospel and then fall away their judgment will be far worse. Peter warned, “For if, after 
they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. For it 
would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered to them” (2 Peter 2:20-21).  

 

Conclusion 
 

1. There may come a time in your life when you are tempted to depart from the faith.  
 

a. Asaph observed that the wicked enjoy prosperity, good health, and revel in pleasure (Psalms 73:1-12), and he 
questioned what advantage there was for himself in striving to live a godly life. This troubled him and almost 
caused him to fall away; until he came to understand the end of the wicked (Psalms 73:13-17).   

 

b. Demas fell away because he loved the world (2 Timothy 4:10). 
 

c. In the book of Hebrews, the message of Jesus’ superiority and the covenant He inaugurated would have been 
particularly important to Jewish Christians being addressed, who were struggling under persecution and were 
considering moving back toward the Mosaic Law. The writer showed them that, though they were faced with 
suffering, they were indeed following a better way and ought to persevere. This is why it contains warnings 
against apostasy (Hebrews 3:12; 6:4-8; 10:26-31). 

 

2. There are many things that might tempt you to fall away, and if that time comes, then focus on these things: 
 

a. Jesus bore your sins on the cross to redeem you and has promised “I will never leave you nor forsake you” 
(Hebrews 13:5). Let His love for you motivate you to remain faithful to Him. It will be worth it (Revelation 2:10). 

 

b. God called you out of the world and saved you (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14) and freed you from the bondage of sin, 
and you became slaves of righteousness (Romans 6:17-18). Having tasted that the Lord is gracious, you are now 
done with sin and are ashamed of the sins you committed. These are reasons enough to remain faithful. 

 

c. Jesus said, “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14). A Christian who is living a godly life can have a 
great influence for good on others (1 Corinthians 7:12-16; 1 Peter 3:1-2), but one who falls away may also have a 
great negative influence on others (Galatians 2:11-14); and God will hold us accountable. Let us remain faithful 
that we may continue being a light to the world in this wicked and crooked generation (Philippians 2:15; cp. Acts 

2:40). 
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d. We can be absolutely certain that the judgment day is coming. Jesus spoke of a coming day of judgment 
(Matthew 25:31-41), but how do we know that anything Jesus claimed or taught was true? Well, would God 
raise up a Man from the dead that was a liar? Of course not! This is why Paul says that God “has appointed a 
day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given 
assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). An unbeliever will certainly be lost, but the 
judgment for one that falls away will be far worse (2 Peter 2:20-21). This truth ought to be enough to bring one 
to their senses.  

 

3. We have been discussing reasons for a Christian to remain faithful, but if you are not a Christian then you need to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Mark 16:16). Talk to someone about it today.  
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The idea for this sermon came from an outline by Steve Higginbotham 
https://karnscoc.org/download/Higgsermons/2015higginbothamoutlines/4-Reasons-To-Be-Faithful.pdf 


