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LIVING THE TRANSFORMED LIFE 
 

Lesson 4: Overcoming Evil With Good (Romans 12:17–21) 
 

Introduction: 
 

1. In a fallen world, Christians are often mistreated, misunderstood, or wronged. The natural human response is to 
strike back—but Paul shows us a higher way: overcoming evil not with retaliation, but with good. 

 

2. This passage brings the chapter to a climax by calling believers to trust God's justice, live peaceably, and resist 
the temptation to repay evil for evil. It is a deeply countercultural message grounded in faith and humility. 

 

3. These verses do not ignore injustice; they teach us how to confront it without becoming part of it. The Christian 
life is marked by restraint, peace, and redemptive goodness, even in the face of evil. 

 

1. Reject Revenge And Do What Is Right (Romans 12:17–18): 
 

a. Recompense to no man evil for evil: Christians are forbidden from repaying injury with injury. Even when 
mistreated, we are to resist the urge to retaliate and instead respond in righteousness (Romans 12:17; 1 

Thessalonians 5:15). 
 

b. Provide things honest in the sight of all men: Our behavior must be visibly honorable, not just before God, but 
before others. Integrity in our actions builds credibility and promotes peace (Romans 12:17; Proverbs 3:3–4). 

 

c. Live peaceably with all men: While peace depends on both sides, believers are commanded to do everything 
within their power to pursue peace, avoid escalation, and preserve unity (Romans 12:18; Hebrews 12:14). 

 

2. Leave Vengeance To God (Romans 12:19): 
 

a. Avenge not yourselves: Seeking personal vengeance puts us in God’s place and often leads to further sin. We 
must lay aside our right to get even (Romans 12:19; Leviticus 19:18). 

 

b. Give place unto wrath: This does not mean surrendering to anger, but stepping back to allow God's righteous 
judgment to work. We trust that He sees and will act justly in His time (Romans 12:19; Psalms 94:1–2). 

 

c. Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord: This Old Testament quote reminds us that God alone is the 
judge. His justice is perfect, and He does not forget or ignore evil (Romans 12:19; Deuteronomy 32:35). 

 

3. Overcome Evil With Active Goodness (Romans 12:20–21): 
 

a. If thine enemy hunger, feed him: Rather than retaliating, we meet needs—even of our enemies. This Christlike 
kindness breaks cycles of hatred and reveals God’s mercy (Romans 12:20; Proverbs 25:21–22). 

 

b. Thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head: This ancient expression likely refers to pricking the conscience—our 
good behavior may lead our enemy to shame, repentance, and change (Romans 12:20; 1 Peter 3:9). 

 

c. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good: Evil can infect us if we respond in kind. But when we 
return good for evil, we break its power and shine light in darkness (Romans 12:21; Matthew 5:16). 

 

Conclusion: 
 

1. The Christian response to evil is never to mirror it. Paul closes this chapter by calling us to a higher standard—
resisting vengeance, pursuing peace, trusting God's justice, and repaying evil with active good (Romans 12:17–21). 

 

2. This is not easy, and it runs against human instinct. But it is the way of Christ, who suffered unjustly and left us 
an example of how to respond with grace and truth. 

 

3. When believers live this way, they not only avoid being corrupted by evil—they become instruments of healing, 
peace, and redemption in a hostile world. 
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Applications: 
 

1. Examine your attitude toward those who have wronged you: Are you harboring bitterness or seeking revenge in 
subtle ways? Surrender that desire and trust God's justice (Romans 12:17–19). 

 

2. Be intentional about doing what is honorable: Let your responses be guided by righteousness and integrity, not 
impulse or pride (Romans 12:17). 

 

3. Choose peace when conflict arises: Do everything in your power to be a peacemaker, even when others are 
difficult or unreasonable (Romans 12:18). 

 

4. Show kindness to someone difficult this week: Whether through a kind word, a thoughtful act, or a silent prayer, 
return good for evil and watch what God can do (Romans 12:20). 

 

5. Make overcoming evil with good your life posture: Let this principle govern your home, your church, your work, 
and your online interactions. Be a reflection of Christ in all things (Romans 12:21). 

 

Questions: 
 

1. What does Paul forbid Christians from doing in response to evil (Romans 12:17)? 
 

2. What does it mean to “live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:18)? 
 

3. Why should Christians avoid seeking vengeance (Romans 12:19)? 
 

4. How should a Christian treat an enemy who is hungry or thirsty (Romans 12:20)? 
 

5. What is the main principle taught in Romans 12:21? 
 



Living The Transformed Life - Lesson 4: Overcoming Evil With Good by David Cambridge 

3 

Questions & Answers: 
 

1. What does Paul forbid Christians from doing in response to evil (Romans 12:17)? 
 

Answer: He forbids them from repaying evil for evil and urges them to respond with integrity and goodness instead 
(Romans 12:17). 
 

2. What does it mean to “live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:18)? 
 

Answer: It means doing all that is within our control to avoid conflict, preserve harmony, and act in ways that 
promote peace (Romans 12:18). 
 

3. Why should Christians avoid seeking vengeance (Romans 12:19)? 
 

Answer: Because vengeance belongs to God, who alone judges righteously and will repay in His time and way 
(Romans 12:19). 
 

4. How should a Christian treat an enemy who is hungry or thirsty (Romans 12:20)? 
 

Answer: By feeding and caring for them, showing kindness instead of retaliation, as a witness of God’s love (Romans 

12:20). 
 

5. What is the main principle taught in Romans 12:21? 
 

Answer: That Christians should not be overcome by evil but should overcome evil by doing good, following the 
example of Christ (Romans 12:21). 
 


