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 17. DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN 
 

“So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of 
lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, Your God, whom you serve continually, He 
will deliver you” (Daniel 6:16).  
 

Introduction 
 

Paul says that “all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). Persecution is 
inevitable, and it can come from family, friends, work colleagues, or even the government. The degree of this 
persecution will depend on a number of factors.  
 

Christians have always been persecuted and are so today to various degrees in different parts of the world, and we 
wonder how long it will be before our own government begins persecuting Christians because of the stand they take 
on abortion, homosexuality, etc. It is essential that a Christian be on his best behavior at all times, so that if he does 
suffer, it will be as a Christian, not as an evildoer.  
 

This lesson tells us what to do when the laws of the land conflict with God’s laws. Daniel is an example of a man of 
faith whom we should all seek to emulate. 
 

1. Persecution is inevitable. 
 

 If the world hated Christ, then they will hate His disciples (John 15:18-19). 
 

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you” (John 15:18-19).  

 

 Paul says, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). 
 

 The world hates and persecutes the godly because they hate truth and righteousness (1 Peter 2:12; 4:4; 1 John 3:13; 
Proverbs 29:27). 

 

“… he who is upright in the way is an abomination to the wicked” (Proverbs 29:27).  
 

2. Having your conduct honorable. 
 

 Despite adverse circumstances and to what ever degree we may suffer persecution, we must always let our light 
shine (Matthew 5:16; 1 Peter 2:11-16). 

 

“Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 
having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation” (1 Peter 2:11-12).  

 

 Our honorable conduct under adverse conditions reveals that we are genuine disciples (1 Peter 2:19-21; 3:14-17; 4:16-
19; Hebrews 10:35-39), it silences the foolishness of ignorant men (1 Peter 2:15), and shows forth the righteousness of 
God in taking vengeance on our behalf (2 Thessalonians 1:3-10).  

 

“But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. And do not be afraid of their 
threats, nor be troubled [Isaiah 8:12]. But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts [Isaiah 8:13], and always be 
ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness 
and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your 
good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good 
than for doing evil” (1 Peter 3:14-17).  

 

3. Governments that ban religion. 
 

 God ordained governments, and Christians are to honor all those in authority and submit to the laws of the land 
(Romans 13:1-7; Titus 3:1). Indeed, we must pray for those in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-4). 
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“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the 
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves” (Romans 13:1-2).  

 

 There are times when a particular government will use legislation to target Christians or, indeed, ban Christianity 
altogether. If any government legislation requires submission that violates the law of God, then a Christian must 
obey God, regardless of the consequences (Acts 4:19; 5:29). 

 

“And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, 
saying, Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled 
Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us! But Peter and the other 
apostles answered and said: We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:27-29).  

 

4. Trust in God. 
 

 Daniel put his trust in God and he was delivered (Daniel 6:23-24). 
 

 Christians have to endure much suffering and only a few, like Daniel, are miraculously delivered. But even in 
death there is victory (Revelation 2:10). The attitude we ought to adopt: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” 
(Job 13:15), “If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace… But if 
not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you 
have set up” (Daniel 3:17-18).  

 

Summary 
 

 The world is not interested in things like the truth (God’s word) the righteousness of God, etc. and, indeed, it 
resents, disdains, mocks, and even hates the disciples of Christ. It shouldn’t surprise us, then, that Christians all 
over the world suffer persecution in some form to varying degrees. 

 

 It is essential that a Christian maintains his honorable conduct in all situations and circumstances; lest we become 
an occasion for the enemies of God to blaspheme (cp. 2 Samuel 12:14). 

 

 It may be that your government allows freedom of religion, but it can easily turn and use legislation to target 
Christians or even ban Christianity altogether. Under such circumstances a Christian must still submit to the 
government, but only in so far as such requirements do not require disobedience to the law of God. A Christian 
must obey God rather than man. 

 

 Daniel was in a situation in which he had to choose between obeying the law of God and obeying a contrary law 
of the land. He chose to obey God and trust in the Lord. The Lord delivered him. 

 

 A Christian must always obey God regardless of the consequences. Such obedience doesn’t mean we will escape 
persecution or even death, but it does mean that our trust and faithfulness will result in the crown of life. Let us 
have this attitude: “Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15). 

 

Applications 
 

 Paul makes it very clear that we are to obey all those in authority and the laws of the land, but only so far as they 
don’t violate the law of God. We must obey God rather than man. There may be laws of men that we do not like, 
but we must be careful not to equate our dislike of a law with violating the law of God. 

 

 Do we have the faith to stand firm, even in the face of death, like Daniel? How we react to the little things is 
often a prediction of how we will react to greater things. For example, if we are ashamed to admit we are a 
Christian to our work colleagues, embarrassed to give thanks for a meal in a restaurant, or too fearful to share the 
gospel with our neighbors, then how can we be confident of standing firm in the face of death? Faith has to be 
developed and built. 

 

 Those who sought Daniel’s death ensnared him by observing his religious conduct. Today, unbelievers are 
observing us, and you can be sure they are looking to condemn us for something we believe (e.g., that homosexuality is 
a sin) or for some act of hypocrisy. If we are ensnared, then let it rather be for our godly conduct than hypocrisy. 

 

Copyright©DavidCambridge2018 


