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Preface 
 

This series of lessons is based on a book titled “The Real Pharisees” by Andy Sochor. I asked Andy for permission 
to adapt his lessons and he replied, saying, “Feel free to use/adapt that material as you need.”  
 

You can purchase a copy of Andy’s book from Amazon. 
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Introduction 
 

PART 1: THE PHARISEES, SADDUCEES, SCRIBES, ESSENES AND ZEALOTS 
 

Jesus lived during a time of great spiritual religious darkness and political turmoil. 
 

Q1. What nation conquered northern Israel in 721 B.C.? What nation conquered southern Israel in 586 B.C.? What 
nation conquered all Israel in 61 B.C.? 

 

It was about 700 years before Christ that northern Israel was conquered by the Assyrians in 721 B.C. Later, southern 
Israel fell to Babylon in 586 B.C., and finally all of it to the Greek Empire in 331 B.C. In 166 B.C. the Maccabean 
Revolt occurred and the Jews took back their sovereignty for about 100 years. Around 61 B.C. Judea, along with all 
of the Greek Empire, was conquered by Rome. 
 

Q2. Under Roman rule, what were the Jews not permitted to do? What were they permitted to do, and in what did 
this result, at least superficially? 

 

Under Roman rule and occupation the Jews were not permitted to reestablish their kingdom monarchy, but they did 
allow them to rebuild their temple and worship their own God. They were also allowed to form a government of 
sorts to rule the religious life of the people. These concessions tended towards peace and stability; on the surface at 
least. 
 

Q3. What were the four primary religious sects of the Jews in Jesus’ day? Who were the Scribes? 
 

In Jesus’ day there were many religious and political factions - There were four primary sects: Pharisees, Sadducees, 
Essenes and Zealots. There were also the Scribes, which describes, not a sect, but a profession.  
 

The Pharisees 
 

Q4. The Pharisees were politically inactive, but active in what? What writings did they accept as authoritative? What 
else beside the writings did they accept as authoritative?   

 

The Pharisees (meaning “set apart”) were popular and respected, but they had no power. They were at various times a 
political party, a social movement, and a school of thought among Jews beginning around 150 B.C. in the wake of 
the Maccabean Revolt. They were politically inactive and were, rather, scholars and educators; they studied, taught, 
and worshipped in their own way. They accepted the written Law of Moses (the Torah), the written Tanakh (all other 

books in the OT) and the oral traditions and teachings (known today as the Talmud). 
 

Q5. In what ways were the practices of the Pharisees a more personal participatory form of Judaism? 
 

The Pharisees practiced a form of extreme Judaism that extended beyond the Temple, applying Jewish law to 
everything, even mundane activities in order to sanctify (set apart as holy) the every day world. This was a more 
personal participatory form of Judaism, in which rituals were not performed only by an inherited priesthood (the 

Levites) but rather could be performed by all adult Jews individually or collectively; whose leaders were not 
determined by birth but by scholarly achievement. Therefore, although they were comprised of religious extremists, 
they were a highly educated, well spoken and widely respected group among main stream Jewish culture. 
 

Q6. In what way were their personal beliefs regarding worship at odds with the Law of Moses? What three things did 
they emphasize, and how did they believe these ends ought to be achieved? 

 

Their belief in personal acts of worship set them at odds with the Law of Moses where God appointed the Levites to 
be His holy priests. The Levites were set apart by God and sanctified for His service in the Temple. Aside from their 
heretical views on worship and priestly service, in general, the Pharisees emphasized (i) a commitment to social 
justice, (ii) belief in the brotherhood of mankind, and (iii) a faith in the redemption of the Jewish nation and, 
ultimately, humanity. They believed that these ends would be achieved through halakha (“the walk, or how to walk”), a 
large collection of laws derived from a close reading of sacred texts. This belief entailed both a commitment to 
relate religion to ordinary concerns and daily life, and a commitment to study and scholarly debate. 
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Q7. While the Pharisees appeared peaceful and pious, what spoke volumes regarding the condition of their hearts? 
 

While they appeared peaceful and pious, their confrontational actions, public austere and arrogant “better than thou” 
attitudes, and their concealed hatred of their perceived enemies spoke volumes concerning the spiritual darkness 
within their hearts. 
 

Q8. How does all that we have learned about the Pharisees help in understanding their behavior when confronting 
Jesus and His disciples? The Pharisaic beliefs became the basis of what after the Temple was destroyed in A.D. 
70? 

 

Knowing all this about the Pharisees helps us to understand their behavior when confronting Jesus and His disciples, 
and it explains why they ultimately sought to bear false witness in framing Him and having Him put to death. After 
the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70, Pharisaic beliefs became the basis for Rabbinic Judaism, which ultimately 
produced the basis for all contemporary forms of Judaism with what is known today as modern Hasidic Judaism 
being the oldest core foundational belief. 
 

The Sadducees 
 

Q9. Who, supposedly, was the founder of the sect of the Sadducees, and what do we know about him?  
 

The Sadducees held political power and religious clout as an integral part of temple government. They claim to have 
their roots tracing back nearly 1000 years to King David. Zadok (meaning “Righteous”), their founder, was a priest 
descended from Eleazar the son of Aaron, who aided King David during the revolt of his son Absalom. After 
Solomon built the first Temple in Jerusalem, Zadok was the first High Priest to serve there. The Sadducees derive 
their name from the Hebrew name of Zadok. Sadducees, then, would mean, “The righteous ones of Zadok”. 
 

Q10. Why does it make sense that priests held important positions as official leaders outside of the Temple? What 
were the religious responsibilities of the Sadducees?  

 

The first Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians around 586 B.C. After its reconstruction in 516 B.C. the second 
Temple became the center of worship and society. It makes sense, then, that priests held important positions as 
official leaders outside of the Temple. This is when the Sadducees reestablished themselves as a ruling power. The 
religious responsibilities of the Sadducees included the maintenance of the Temple in Jerusalem. Their high social 
status was reinforced by their priestly responsibilities, as mandated in the Torah. 
 

Q11. Who served as priests? 
 

It is important to note that the Sadducees and the Levite priests were not completely synonymous. Not all Levites, 
priests, high priests, and aristocrats were Sadducees; some were Pharisees, and many were not members of any 
group at all. 
 

Q12. What formal affairs did the Sadducees oversee? 
 

Politically, the Sadducees oversaw many formal affairs of the state. Members of the Sadducees administered the 
state domestically, represented the state internationally, participated in the Sanhedrin, collected taxes, equipped and 
led the army, regulated relations with the Romans, and mediated domestic grievances. 
 

Q13. What four things were the core beliefs of Sadducees?  
 

According to the historian Josephus, the Sadducees believed that (i) there is no fate, (ii) God does not commit evil, 
(iii) man has free will, (iv) the soul is not immortal; there is no afterlife, and, therefore, no rewards or penalties after 
death. 
 

Q14. What often provoked hostilities between the Sadducees and the Pharisees? Despite their differences, in what 
ways did they work closely together? 

 

While the Sadducees denied the resurrection of the dead, the Pharisees acknowledged such. This often provoked 
hostilities between the two sects even though they often worked closely together in service to the temple, the people 
in presiding over the Sanhedrin (which was the Jewish high court of law), and in fulfilling their political positions. 
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Q15. In what ways was the outlook of the Sadducees more conservative than the Pharisees? 
 

The Sadducees had a more conservative outlook than the Pharisees and accepted only the written Law of Moses. 
Many wealthy Jews were Sadducees or sympathized with them. Furthermore, the Sadducees rejected the Oral Law 
as proposed by the Pharisees. Rather, they saw the Torah as the sole source of divine authority. The written law, in 
its depiction of the priesthood, corroborated the power and enforced the dominant leadership of the Sadducees in 
Judean society. 
 

Q16. What were the basic differences between the Sadducees and Pharisees regarding what they represented? 
 

The Pharisees thus accuse the Sadducees as the opponents of traditional Judaism because of the way they embraced 
the Roman/Greek culture and political hierarchy (rule). Basically, the Pharisees represented strict tradition among the 
aristocratic Jewish elite; while the Sadducees supported the Roman rule representing mainstream Judaism to the 
Roman and Greek cultures. 
 

The Scribes 
 

Q17. Who were the Scribes? What documents did they copy? Being so highly trained, well paid, and respected 
professionals, to what temptation did they succumb?    

 

Scribes in ancient Israel belonged to an elite class of wealthy families. As such, they were well educated in language 
and mathematics. They were distinguished professionals who copied all types of documents, not just the holy 
scrolls. Sometimes they would also exercise higher functions we would associate with lawyers, government 
ministers, judges, or even bankers. As highly trained, well paid, and respected professionals, they generally had an 
over inflated sense of self worth. As such, they were pompous and frequently displayed in public an arrogant 
righteousness. 
 

The Zealots 
 

Q18. What does the term zealot mean? What were the objectives of the Zealots? Why did the party also bare the 
name Sicarii? 

 

The term “zealot”, in Hebrew means one who is zealous on behalf of God. The term derives from Greek (zelotes), 
“emulator, fanatic, admirer or follower”. Zealots were known in the time of Jesus as religious fanatics who defended 
the Law of Moses and the national life of the Jewish people, relentlessly opposing any attempt to bring Judea under 
the dominion of idolatrous Rome. This they had in common with the Pharisees. In contrast, this sect had more 
violent tendencies than their contemporaries. More like revolutionists, many members of this party bore also the 
name “Sicarii”, from their custom of going about with daggers (“sicæ”) hidden beneath their cloaks, with which they 
would stab anyone found committing a sacrilegious act or anything provoking anti-Jewish feeling. 
 

Q19. To what do the Zealots trace their roots? To what did the Zealots object, and how did they express this 
objection? 

 

The Zealot sect traces its roots back to the Maccabean revolt about 150 B.C., about the same time the Pharisees 
began. The Zealots objected to Roman rule and violently sought to eradicate it by generally targeting the Romans, 
their Jewish collaborators, and the Sadducees, by raiding for provisions and other activities to aid their cause. 
 

The Essenes 
 

Q20. While the Essenes shared similar religious beliefs, what was one main difference?  
 

The Essenes were a Jewish sect that flourished from about 200 B.C. to A.D. 100 which some scholars claim seceded 
from the Sadducees. While they shared similar religious beliefs, they did not share the taste for the “high life”. 
 

Q21. For what kind of lifestyle were the Essenes known?  
 

The Essenes lived in various smaller cities but congregated in communal life dedicated to self denial, voluntary 
poverty and abstinence from worldly pleasures, including for some even marriage. 
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Q22. What information does the Jewish historian Josephus provide about the Essenes? 
 

Josephus gave a detailed account of the Essenes in three of his books. He relates the same information concerning 
piety, celibacy, the absence of personal property and of money, the belief in communality and commitment to a 
strict observance of the Sabbath. He further adds that the Essenes traded in commerce amongst themselves, ritually 
immersed in water every morning, ate together after prayer, devoted themselves to charity and benevolence, forbade 
the expression of anger, studied the books of the elders, preserved secrets, and were very mindful of the names of 
the angels kept in their sacred writings. Josephus records that the Essenes numbered about 4,000. As such, they were 
the smallest among the sects. Being separatists most lived outside the major cities throughout Roman Judea, but 
most of them lived in the Dead Sea area. 
 

Q23. What is the likely reason the Essenes are not mentioned in the Scriptures? 
 

It is interesting to note that the Essenes are not mentioned in the Bible. This is probably due to the fact that they 
were a peaceful group of people who remained separate from society around them, generally avoiding involvement 
in public life. Therefore there was no interaction to record between them and Jesus or His disciples. 
 

Conclusion 
 

This brief overview of the five major groups of people with whom Jesus and His disciples dealt gives us an 
expanded understanding and perhaps a less myopic or narrow viewpoint when reading the gospels. It is easy to see 
why the highly educated upper class Pharisees, Sadducees and Scribes held so much hatred and distain for Jesus and 
His disciples who were less educated lower working class commoners. Such is the Kingdom of God: those who are 
considered the least by man in self arrogance will be the greatest to God in meekness and grace. 
 

PART 2: THE PHARISEES 
 

Q24. To what was Jesus referring when He warned the disciples of “the leaven of the Pharisees”? What two things 
did Jesus highlight concerning the Pharisees? 

 

On one occasion Jesus warned His disciples to beware of “the leaven of the Pharisees” (Matthew 16:6). Leaven is an 
influencing agent, and so Jesus was warning them about their influence through their false doctrines. There were 
several reasons why He warned about this, which will be addressed in this study. Jesus highlighted the Pharisees’ 
doctrinal errors and the sins prevalent in their personal lives. 
 

Q25. What do people misunderstand about the Pharisees and what is the result? 
 

Many today are eager to warn of the “leaven of the Pharisees”, but do not fully understand how the Pharisees were 
wrong. As a result, the label is often used improperly against those who teach and practice the truth. In this series of 
lessons we will examine who the real Pharisees are today. We will do this by considering the errors and sins of the 
Pharisees in the first century that we are to avoid. 
 

Q26. For what four reasons are brethren today labeled as Pharisees, and why are they wrong? 
 

It is essential to understand that the parallels that are commonly drawn today to the Pharisees are the wrong 
applications! Those who… 
 

 … emphasize Bible authority are not Pharisees. The apostle Paul emphasized the need for Bible authority when 
he wrote, “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name [i.e., by the authority] of the Lord Jesus” (Colossians 

3:17). 
 

 … teach that we must adhere to the New Testament pattern regarding the organization, worship, and work of the 
church are not Pharisees. Paul told Timothy, “Retain the standard [or pattern] of sound words which you have 
heard from me” (2 Timothy 1:13). 

 

 … strive to and encourage others to obey all of God’s instructions are not Pharisees. Jesus told His apostles that 
they were to teach others to “observe all that I commanded” (Matthew 28:20). 
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 … refuse to extend fellowship beyond Scriptural limits are not Pharisees. The apostle John wrote, “If anyone 
comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a 
greeting; for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds” (2 John 1:10-11). Paul also wrote, 
“Now we command you, brethren, in the name of [i.e., by the authority of] our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away 
from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition [i.e., the teachings] which you 
received from us” (2 Thessalonians 3:6). 

 

Q27. Conservative brethren today are labeled Pharisees and legalists, but what is interesting about the Pharisees’ 
approach to the law? 

 

The truth is that those who label conservative brethren [i.e., those that emphasize authority, adhering to the Biblical pattern, 

encourage others to observe Christ’s teachings, and limit fellowship only to those teaching the truth] as “Pharisees” are not using the 
label in an appropriate or legitimate way. Those who use the term “Pharisee” to describe an individual or 
congregation generally use it a certain way – to describe those who take a conservative approach to the word of 
God. Another term often used is legalist with an emphasis on rule-keeping. However, the interesting thing about the 
Pharisees in the first century is that even though they had a reputation for being “sticklers” for the Law (Acts 26:5), 
they often took a very liberal approach to it! 
 

Q28. On what five major themes will these lessons focus? 
 

As we go through these lessons, we will focus on five major themes: 
 

1. The Pharisees’ attitude toward God’s Law – One of the major stereotypes of the Pharisees is that they strictly 
kept the Law of God. This was certainly their reputation. Indeed, Paul called the Pharisees “the strictest sect” of 
the Jews (Acts 26:5). However, even though there may have been certain individuals like Paul – a former 
“Pharisee” who was “blameless” according to the Law (Philippians 3:5-6) – who did strictly keep God’s Law, the 
Pharisees in general did not. In fact, they were actually very liberal in their application and interpretation of the 
Law. So we will consider the Pharisees attitude toward God’s Law. 

 

2. The Pharisees’ rejection of God’s purpose – Everyone seeks to live their lives with a purpose. The book of 
Ecclesiastes chronicles the attempts of Solomon to find purpose in the things of this life. In the end, he was left 
with the conclusion: “Fear God and keep His commandments” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). The Pharisees, as students of 
the Law, should have learned this lesson. Their purpose in life should have been in harmony with God’s will, but 
they rejected it. 

 

3. The Pharisees’ personal corruption – Since Jesus was God in the flesh (Colossians 2:9), He could see into the 
hearts of men and was “able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). This meant that 
Jesus could see past the outward appearance of righteousness that the Pharisees possessed – something that the 
people could not do – and know that their hearts were corrupt. 

 

4. The Pharisees’ emphasis on outward appearances – One of the chief characteristics of the Pharisees was their 
emphasis on appearance. Much of what they did was for show. They wanted to appear righteous before others 
even though both their outward actions and inward thoughts often fell short of God’s expectation of them. 

 

5. The Pharisees’ zeal for human law and tradition – The Pharisees were very zealous. When Paul – who had 
been a Pharisee (Philippians 3:5) – gave his defense before the Jews, he said, “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, 
but brought up in this city, educated under Gamaliel, strictly according to the law of our fathers, being zealous 
for God just as you all are today” (Acts 22:3). However, the Pharisees were not just “zealous for God.” As a 
Pharisee, Paul’s zeal was shown in his efforts to persecute the church (Philippians 3:5-6). When people “have a zeal 
for God” that is “not in accordance with knowledge,” they will “not subject themselves to the righteousness of 
God” (Romans 10:2-3). This was the problem of the Pharisees. They were zealous, but their zeal was misdirected. 

 

The Pharisees were a complex sect of the Jews. Therefore, when we examine them to identify the real Pharisees 
today, we will see lessons that apply not just to a single group, but many different types of people. With these 
thoughts in mind, let us see what we can learn from the example of the Pharisees. 
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PART 1: ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD’S LAW -.- 
 

THE PHARISEES DISOBEYED GOD’S LAW 
Lesson 1 
 

Introduction 
 

1. I was studying with a man that belonged to the Methodist Church about scriptural 
authority in regards to the use of musical instruments in worship. After about 45 minutes he stated that such a 
“trifle” is unimportant and “hardly a matter of salvation”, and that I was “like the Pharisees that tithed mint and 
dill” when “all that really matters is keeping the weightier matters of the Law: justice, mercy, and faithfulness”. 
While he didn’t quote the scripture he was clearly referring to Matthew 23:23-24. 

 

2. The following week we studied Matthew 23:23-24 and I pointed out that Jesus didn’t say the Pharisees ought to 
not have tithed mint and dill and just focus on keeping the weightier matters of the Law, but said, “These are the 
things you should have done without neglecting the others”. This, though, did not change his opinion; he still 
insisted that “trifling things are of little consequence” and that “all that matters are things like faith, love, and 
mercy”. 

 

3. The failing of the Pharisees then was that they were diligent regarding the light things of the Law, but neglected 
the weightier matters of the Law. The failings of people today are (i) diligence in keeping the light things of the 
Law of Christ, but neglecting the weightier matters, (ii) dismissing what are considered unimportant matters and 
focusing only on faith and love, (iii) labeling people as “legalists” and justifying such based on their 
misunderstanding of Matthew 23:23-24.  

 

The Pharisees Disobeyed God’s Law 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done 
without neglecting the others. You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel” (Matthew 23:23-24). 
 

1. This passage is often misunderstood and misapplied.  
 

Q1. How do some erroneously interpret Jesus’ rebuke of the Pharisees? 
 

a. The common understanding is that Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for focusing too much on the details of the 
Law when they should have focused on the weightier matters. Those who allege this will argue that we must 
follow the “weightier matters” and that the smaller details are, therefore, unimportant. Thus, with this 
misunderstanding, anyone that insists on keeping any details of Christ’s law is labeled a “Pharisee” – a 
derogatory term.  

 

Q2. For what was Jesus really rebuking the Pharisees? 
 

b. However, if we look closely, we see that Jesus did not rebuke the Pharisees for doing something that was 
unnecessary while neglecting what was necessary. Instead, He said they should have done all that He 
mentioned – applying the “weightier matters of the law” while also being careful to keep even the smaller 
details. 

 

2. Jesus did not tell the Pharisees that they should have ignored the details so they could focus on the weightier 
matters.  

 

Q3. Should we ignore the details of Christ’s law? 
 

a. Jesus said, “These are the things you should have done without neglecting the others” (Matthew 23:23). Because 
they failed to carry out part of the law (the provisions of justice, mercy, and faithfulness), they were disobedient to the 
Law of God. 

 

b. Furthermore, since Jesus said they “should have done these things without neglecting the others” (Matthew 

23:23), we know that if they failed to tithe as they should, they also would have been guilty of disobedience to 
the Law of God. 
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3. When Jesus gave His apostles the Great Commission, He told them, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 

Q4. As Christians, can we pick and choose what commandments to keep and disregard?  
 

a. This means that the Lord expects His disciples to do “all that He commanded” (Matthew 28:20). We are not at 
liberty to do as the Pharisees did with regard to the Law of Moses – keep some of the commandments and 
neglect others.  

 

b. As Christians, we must strive to follow all of the instructions that have been given in the New Testament. We 
must remember that Christ has been given “all authority” (Matthew 28:18); therefore, we are obligated to obey 
His word (Luke 6:46). 

 

5. Furthermore, the carefulness of the Pharisees in keeping certain details was not condemned. 
 

Q5. What ought to be our attitude toward keeping the commandments of the Lord? 
 

a. In fact, carefulness is commended to us elsewhere in the New Testament. Paul told Titus, “This is a 
trustworthy statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have 
believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men” (Titus 

3:8). 
 

b. The word translated careful means “to be thoughtful” (Thayer). In other words, we are not to be careless in 
following God’s word or have a casual attitude about our obedience to Him. We must be deliberate in our 
efforts to do what is taught in the word of God. 

 

Discussion 
 

Are there commandments that this congregation is neglecting? 
 

Work Of Evangelism 
Mankind is lost in sin (Romans 3:23). The gospel is the only power to save (Romans 1:16). Consequently, God wants the 
gospel preached (Mark 16:15; 1 Corinthians 1:21), and has given the obligation to the church. 
 

The church's marching orders to evangelize are given in Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15. Jesus said to go preach the 
gospel to every creature. In the parable of the sower, Jesus showed that the church is the sowing agency (Matthew 

13:3-9). The church is to hold forth the words of life (Philippians 2:16). 
 

First century churches sent out preachers to preach the gospel. The church at Antioch sent out Paul and Barnabas. 
“Now there were in the church at Antioch certain prophets and teachers… As they ministered to the Lord, and 
fasted, the Holy Ghost said, ‘Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.’ And when 
they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away” (Acts 13:1-3). 
 

Paul reminded the Thessalonian church how they had sounded out the gospel. “For from you sounded out the words 
of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to Godward is spread abroad; so 
that we need not to speak anything” (1 Thessalonians 1:8). 
 

While Paul preached at Corinth, his financial support was supplied by churches of Macedonia. He took wages from 
other churches to do a service at Corinth (2 Corinthians 11: 8). Congregations in Macedonia helped spread the gospel 
through Paul. 
 

The church at Philippi assisted Paul financially in preaching the gospel. “Now ye Philippians know also, that in the 
beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving 
and receiving, but ye only. For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity” (Philippians 4:15-16). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who emphasize careful obedience to the word of 
God. Instead, they are those who fail to do all what has been instructed in His word. 
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Churches of the first century were missionary minded. In a period of about 30 years, the whole world had an 
opportunity to hear the gospel (Colossians 1:23). Twentieth century churches need to exemplify their interest in the lost 
and put forth every effort to take the gospel to the world. 
 

Work Of Edification 
In addition to evangelizing the world, the church is to develop its own spiritual strength by edification (Ephesians 

4:16). In God's divine arrangement, he set offices in the church for the equipping or perfecting of the saints. 
 

Referring to offices or functions in the church, Paul said that the Lord “gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edification of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12). 
 

The apostles and prophets revealed the truth (Ephesians 3:5), the evangelists are to proclaim the truth (2 Timothy 4:2) 
and the pastors (elders) are to see to it that the truth is taught in the church (Acts 20:28-31). By faithful teaching of the 
truth the saints will be perfected to do the work of the ministry (service) and the building up (evangelizing) of the body 
of Christ. 
 

Members of the church are to be mature, coming to the “unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. That we henceforth be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive” (Ephesians 4:13-14). It is the business of the church to ground and stabilize itself to 
prevent false doctrine from leading it astray (Colossians 2:6-7). 
 

Paul instructed the Corinthians that “forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the 
edifying of the church” (1 Corinthians 14:12). In verse 26 of this same chapter, Paul stated that when the Corinthians 
came together to exercise spiritual gifts, “Let all things be done unto edifying.” 
 

May each church be committed to developing itself to the extent that its members can teach others (Hebrews 5:12), 
have love, knowledge and discernment (Philippians 1:9), growing faith and an abounding love toward each other (2 

Thessalonians 1:3) and can resist the Devil in all of his devices (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5: 9; 2 Corinthians 2:11). 
 

Work Of Benevolence 
Along with evangelism and edification is the work of benevolence. This work is limited, however, in its scope as the 
Scriptures plainly teach. Some have a misconception that church benevolence should be general, helping all 
humanity. But this would be an impossible task, exhausting all of its supplies with no resources left to do any other 
work God gave the church to perform. 
 

God even limits the saints whom the church may help. Listen to Paul: “If any man or woman that believeth have 
widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed” (1 

Timothy 5:16). God says we are to take care of our own, and not burden the church, so that the church can relieve 
those saints who have no one to care for them. If we do not provide for our own, we are worse than an infidel (1 

Timothy 5:8). 
 

The church at Jerusalem relieved the needs of its destitute members who remained in Jerusalem after their 
conversion (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-35). The needs of widows were supplied by the liberality of the saints (Acts 6:1-6). When a 
great dearth came throughout the world and affected the saints in Judea, the church at Antioch sent relief unto the 
brethren in Judea, sending it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul (Acts 11:27-30). 
 

At another time, when the saints of the Jerusalem church became destitute and in want, churches in Macedonia, 
Achaia and Galatia sent money to alleviate the need at Jerusalem. We read, “For it pleased them of Macedonia and 
Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints which are at Jerusalem” (Romans 15:26). “Now concerning 
the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye… And when I come 
whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem” (1 Corinthians 

16:1, 3). 
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We can clearly see that when a need arose among the people of God, the church rallied to their aid (Titus 3:14). 
Brethren were concerned for one another and they demonstrated their love by giving to help with their physical 
needs. Let us also reflect the same love and interest for each other in times of need. 
 

Weldon Warnock 
 

Are there commandments that you are neglecting? 
 

1. Study the Bible regularly (1 Peter 2:2; Acts 17:11; Psalms 1:2; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16-

17). 
 

2. Pray without ceasing (Philippians 4:6; 1 Peter 5:7; Matthew 6:9-13; 1 Thessalonians 

5:17). 
 

3. Commit yourself to a local church (see Acts 9:26-28; 11:26; Hebrews 13:17; 1 

Corinthians 1:2; Ephesians 4:16). 
 

4. Attend all the assemblies of the local church (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; cp. 
Hebrews 3:12-13; 10:24-25; John 4:24; Ephesians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Acts 11:26; 
2:42; 1 Corinthians 14). 

 

5. Provoking your brethren daily (Hebrews 10:24). 
 

6. Practice proper relations with other people: In our family (Ephesians 5:22-6:4; 

Colossians 3:18-21; Titus 2:4-5), To those who are in need (Luke 10:25-37; Acts 20:35; 

James 1:27; Matthew 25:34-40), To civil government (Romans 13:1-5; 1 Peter 2:13-14; 

Matthew 22:17-21), In business (Ephesians 6:5-9; Titus 2:9-10; Colossians 3:22-4:1; Psalms 37:21). 
 

7. Help others learn the gospel (Acts 8:4; Proverbs 11:30; 2 Timothy 2:2, 24-26; John 4:28-30, 39; 1:40-46; Hebrews 5:12). 
 

8. Visit those in need (Ephesians 4:28; James 1:27). 
 

9. Support preachers (Galatians 6:6). The word “share” is “koinoneo” (fellowship) in the original, and means to come 
into communion or fellowship with, to become a sharer or partner with. This verse teaches the individual support 
of teachers; thus, not only should churches support preachers (Philippians 4:15-16; 2 Corinthians 11:8-9), but so should 
individuals. There are other passages which refer to individual support of gospel preachers (3 John 5-7; Titus 3:13). 

 

10. Live an upright moral life (Mark 7:20-23; Romans 1:26-32; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Galatians 5:19-21; etc.). 
 

11. Honor church discipline (1 Corinthians 5; Matthew 18:15-17; 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14-15; Romans 16:17-18; Titus 3:10-11). 
 

12. Do all God's will (Luke 14:26-33; Matthew 28:18-20; 16:24-27; 6:19-33; Romans 12:1-2; 6:1-18). 
 

Application 
 

1. In respect to the Law of Christ (1 Corinthians 9:21), there may well be light matters and weightier matters, but this 
doesn’t mean we can treat the light matters lightly – this, as we have seen, is a very bad attitude. We are obliged 
to keep the whole law of Christ, and so strive to do so. 

 

2. Knowing that we know God is not based on our feelings, it is based on keeping His commandments: “Now by 
this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments” (1 John 2:3). This means keeping all His 
commandments, such as, praying without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17), supporting teachers (Galatians 6:6), and 
visiting orphans and widows (James 1:27). If we are not keeping all the commandments, then, despite how we 
might feel, we do not know God: “He who says, I know Him, and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, 
and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:4).  

 

3. We often hear brethren rebuking and admonishing members of denominations and even liberal brethren for not 
keeping all the commandments of God and practicing things without Christ’s authority (Colossians 3:17). But if we 
ourselves are not striving to keep all the commandments, then, to put it bluntly, we are hypocrites! We are 
hearers of the word but not doers of the word (James 1:22; Romans 2:13). 

The Pharisees focused on 
keeping certain aspects of the 
Law but neglected the weightier 
matters of the Law. Jesus’ said 
they ought to keep ALL the Law. 
Likewise, we must keep ALL the 
Law of Christ. To neglect any 
aspects of Christ’s Law makes us 
no better than those Pharisees.  

“And to whom did He swear that 
they should not enter His rest, 
but to those who disobeyed [who 
had not listened to His word and who 
refused to be compliant or be 
persuaded]?” (Hebrews 3:18).  
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THE PHARISEES TRIED TO DO THE MINIMUM IN SERVING GOD -.- 
Lesson 2 
 

Introduction 
 

1. The error of the Pharisees was in regards to the application of the Law. While they kept 
the Law outwardly, they did not apply it to the heart. For example, the Law said, “You 
shall not commit adultery” (Exodus 20:14), but they saw it as applying only to outward 
behavior and not to the heart. In other words, to commit the act of adultery is sin, but to lust was not sin.  

 

2. The Pharisees sought to keep the Law outwardly, but not inwardly. Since their hearts were corrupt, it should come 
as no surprise that they also sought to excuse themselves from keeping certain aspects of the Law by looking for 
loopholes. For example, the Law required children to honor or provide for their parents (Exodus 20:12), but the 
Pharisees taught that one was excused if he dedicated the money to God (Matthew 15:3-6). 

 

3. The Pharisees mishandled the scriptures, in that: (i) They misapplied it. For example, the Law taught “An eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” (Exodus 21:24). This was a judicial matter, but the Pharisees applied it to personal 
matters. (ii) They added to the Law. For example, the Law said, “Love your neighbor” (Leviticus 19:18). The 
Pharisees added, “… and hate your enemies”.  

 

4. The human heart is “deceitful above all things” (Jeremiah 17:9), which means there 
are those today that, outwardly, live moral lives, but, inwardly, are full of dead 
men’s bones. Also, we see those that are always looking to excuse themselves 
from keeping the Law of Christ (e.g., James 1:27) and misapplying scriptures.  

 

The Pharisees Tried To Do The Minimum In Serving God 
 

“For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20). 
 

Q1. If our righteousness is to surpass that of the Pharisees, then what does this imply? 
 

1. Jesus said that our righteousness must surpass (exceed) that of the Pharisees if we wish to enter the kingdom.  
 

a. How could this be if the Pharisees were so careful and meticulous in trying to follow the Law? 
 

Q2. While the Pharisees studied the Law, what was erroneous about their approach in seeking to please God? 
 

b. The fact that Jesus says our righteousness must surpass or exceed that of the Pharisees indicates that their 
attitude fell short. Indeed, they studied the Law, but sought to do the minimum in order to please God. But 
the Law is more than a simple checklist of minimums; the Law contains explicit commands, implicit 
instructions, and principles that we are to follow. 

 

2. Jesus explained this by citing six commands from the Law of Moses that the Pharisees viewed as a minimum 
standard while ignoring the instructions that were implicit in each one. Let us consider the six examples: 

 

a. Murder: “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’… But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court” (Matthew 5:21-22).  

 

Q3. What is the difference between murder and killing? What does the Law condemn and what else is implicitly 
condemned? 
 

1) Murder was condemned under the Mosaic Law (Exodus 20:13), but killing someone accidentally (Numbers 

35:10-12, 22-25), in self-defense (Exodus 22:2), or to carry out capital punishment (Genesis 9:6) was not. What 
was the difference? Murder is done out of anger. Jesus’ point was that anger is not acceptable even if it 
does not lead to murder (Ephesians 4:31; Galatians 5:20-21).  

 

2) When anger arises in our hearts we must take control and not let it lead us into sin; we must expel it from 
our hearts (Ephesians 4:26). Furthermore, Jesus explained that anger toward a brother can hinder our own 
service to God (Matthew 5:23-24). It was not enough simply to not murder. Jesus said we must overcome 
anger – the root cause of murder. 

Much false doctrine arises 
because people draw conclusions 
based on hasty inferences rather 
than careful exegesis. Those that 
refuse to learn how to study will, 
inevitably, lead themselves astray. 
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Q4. Committing adultery is a sin, but why is lusting in one’s heart a sin? 
 

b. Adultery: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; but I say to you that everyone 
who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:27-

28).  
 

1) Lustful thoughts are the first step on the path to adultery (or any other type of fornication). James warned that 
“lust… gives birth to sin” (James 1:15). Therefore, we must work at defeating lust.  

 

2) It was not enough simply to refrain from committing adultery. Jesus said we must overcome the lust that 
might eventually lead to the act of adultery. 

 

Q5. In regards to divorce, what concession had been given and how had the people abused it? What did Jesus say 
were the consequences of this abuse?   

 

c. Divorce: “It was said, ‘Whoever sends his wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce’; but I say to you 
that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of fornication, makes her commit adultery; and 
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery” (Matthew 5:31-32). 
 

1) Jesus referred to the concession that was made because of the people’s hard hearts (Deuteronomy 24:1-4; 

Matthew 19:7-9). The concession was given, not to condone divorce, but to limit it. God intended marriage 
to be for life (Matthew 19:6). This is implied by Jesus’ labeling of post-divorce sexual relations as adultery.  

 

2) Rather than finding a “loophole” and using it to our advantage, Jesus emphasized the importance of 
respecting God’s intention for marriage as a life-long relationship. 

 

Q6. What erroneous view had the Jews adopted regarding vows? When are oaths necessary? 
 

d. Making vows: “Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not make false vows, but shall 
fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ But I say to you, make no oath at all… But let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or 
‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil” (Matthew 5:33-37). 

 

1) “It appears, however, from this passage, as well as from the ancient writings of the Jewish rabbins, that 
while the Jews professedly adhered to the Law, they had introduced a number of oaths in common 
conversation, and oaths which they by no means considered to be binding. For example, they would 
swear by the temple, by the head, by heaven, by the earth. So long as they kept from swearing by the 
name Yahweh, and so long as they observed the oaths publicly taken, they seemed to consider all others 
as allowable, and allowedly broken. This is the abuse which Christ wished to correct” (Barnes). 

 

2) They had missed the point about vows. It was not that honesty was only necessary when they made a vow 
and unnecessary at other times. We must be truthful at all times (Ephesians 4:25). 

 

Q7. The law “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” applied to what and not to what? 
 

e. Taking vengeance: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to 
you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If 
anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. Whoever forces you to go one mile, 
go with him two” (Matthew 5:38-41).  

 

1) They took instructions concerning judicial punishments and used them as an excuse to get even for 
personal retaliation in everything.  

 

2) Someone may insult, defraud, inconvenience, or become a burden to us, but none of these are reasons to 
seek revenge. We are to strive for peace in our dealings with others (Romans 12:17-21). 

 

Q8. What did Leviticus 19:18 actually teach? Why did the religious leaders add “… and hate your enemies”? 
 

f. Loving others: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I 
say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:43-45).  

 

 



The Real Pharisees by David Cambridge 

21 

1) The Law of Moses commanded people to love their neighbor (Leviticus 19:18), but it did not command them 
to hate their enemy. This was human opinion that had been read into the Law. It was an unnecessary 
inference. 

 

Q9. How must we regard our enemies? 
 

2) Jesus’ point was that loving only our neighbors and friends is 
not enough. We must love all people; even our enemies 
(Romans 12:17-21; cp. Galatians 6:10). 

 

Q10. In what way is God “perfect” and how must we be perfect? 
 

3. Jesus taught that we are to strive for perfection: “Therefore you are to 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). This 
means following the explicit commands, implicit instructions, and 
also the principles contained in His word. 

 

Discussion 
 

Note: the following are not accusations, but soul-searching questions that all of us need to ask ourselves from time-to-time. 
 

Are there ways in which, like the Pharisees, you seek only to meet the minimum requirements of Christ’s Law? 
 

1. Giving into the treasury: do you simply give an amount so you can say you have kept the commandment (1 

Corinthians 16:1-2)? Can you honestly describe your giving as generous (2 Corinthians 9:5-7) and sacrificial (2 

Corinthians 8:1-4)?  
 

2. Keeping promises: does your “yes” really mean “yes”? How often do you say “I’ll keep you in my prayers”, but 
“forget”? How often do we promise to do something, but “forget”?  

 

3. Loving “enemies”: it may be that someone upsets you in some way; while 
you may not confront them, you are filled with resentment toward them. 
Later, some disaster befalls them and you inwardly rejoice and say in your 
heart, “Ha! They got what they deserved!”  
 

These and similar failings make us just as bad as the Pharisees of Jesus’ day, 
and the Lord will remember and bring all the secrets of our hearts to light in that Day (Romans 2:12-16; Hebrews 4:13).  
 

Application 
 

1. Matthew’s use of righteousness in his gospel may be summarized as having a right relationship to God and His 
will, and the right conduct that flows from that relationship with God. I like Gill’s comment: 

 

“… their [the Scribes and Pharisees] righteousness was very defective; it lay only in an external 
observance of the law; did not arise from a purified heart, or the principles of grace; nor was it 
performed sincerely, and with a view to the glory of God; but for their own applause, and in order 
to obtain eternal life: besides, they neglected the weightier matters of the law, and contented 
themselves with the lesser ones; and as they were deficient in their practice, so they were very lax 
in their doctrines, as appears from the foregoing verse. Wherefore Christ informs his hearers, that 
they must have a better righteousness than these men had, if ever they expected to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. There will be no admission into heaven without a righteousness: it was the 
loss of righteousness which removed Adam out of his earthly paradise; and it is not agreeable to 
the justice of God, to admit man into his heavenly paradise without one; yea, it is contrary to his 
nature, and would be destructive to the comfort of saints, to receive an unrighteous person into his 
kingdom and glory.” 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who strive for perfection and try to do all that the 
Lord has commanded. Instead, they are those who view God’s word as a “checklist” of minimum requirements 
with no regard to the principles and implicit instructions He has given for us. 

“Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for 
good things in the sight of all men. If it is 
possible, as much as depends on you, live 
peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not 
avenge yourselves, but rather give place to 
wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay,’ says the Lord. Therefore ‘If 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you 
will heap coals of fire on his head.’ Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good” (Romans 12:17-21). 

“Do not rejoice when your enemy 
falls, and do not let your heart be 
glad when he stumbles; lest 
Yahweh see it, and it displease 
Him, and He turn away His wrath 
from him” (Proverbs 24:17-18). 
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“A ‘pharisaical’ righteousness will never bring a person thither; nor will any righteousness of 
man's, be it what it will, because the best is imperfect; it must be a righteousness exceeding that of 
the Scribes and Pharisees; and such is the righteousness of the saints: indeed their inherent 
righteousness, or the sanctification of the Spirit, is preferable to any righteousness of a natural 
man; it exceeds it in its author, nature, effects, and usefulness; yea, even works of righteousness 
done by believers are greatly preferable to any done by such men as are here mentioned: but, 
above all, the righteousness of Christ, which is imputed to them, and received by faith, is infinitely 
more excellent in its author, perfection, purity, and use; and which is their only right and title to 
eternal glory; and without which no man will be admitted into that glorious state.” 

 

Our righteousness, then, must exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees. It is a righteousness for which we must 
hunger and thirst (Matthew 5:6; cp. 6:33) and which must be pursued (1 Timothy 6:11). 
 

2. One error we must strive to avoid is that of adding to or going beyond what is written. The example we have seen 
in this lesson is that regarding the commandment in Leviticus 19:18: “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear 
any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am Yahweh”. The 
Pharisees added to this, saying, “… and hate your enemies”. There are many ways we might add to God’s Law 
and it all originates in the mind when we come to false conclusions and misinterpret. Here are some examples…  

 

a. The Catholic Church teaches people are born sinners. “Original sin may be taken to mean: (1) the sin that 
Adam committed; (2) a consequence of this first sin, the hereditary stain with which we are born on account 
of our origin or descent from Adam. From the earliest times the latter sense of the word was more common, 
as may be seen by St. Augustine's statement: ‘the deliberate sin of the First man is the cause of original sin’ 
(De nupt. et concup., II, xxvi, 43). It is the hereditary stain that is dealt with here. As to the sin of Adam we have not 
to examine the circumstances in which it was committed nor to make the exegesis of the third chapter of 
Genesis” (Catholic Answers1). This false doctrine created a problem, though! If all people are born with the stain 
of original sin, then what about Jesus? Rather than questioning the doctrine that created this problem, they 
simply came up with another false doctrine – the Immaculate Conception. The official statement of the 
doctrine reads, “The blessed Virgin Mary to have been, from the first instant of her conception, by a singular 
grace and privilege of Almighty God, in view of the merits of Christ Jesus the Savior of Mankind, preserved 
free from all stain of original sin” (Pope Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, December 1854). Essentially, the Immaculate 
Conception is the belief that Mary was protected from original sin, that Mary did not have a sin nature and 
was, in fact, sinless.  

 

b. Some people believe that we must use only one cup, but they face a problem when it comes to the practicality 
of such when you have a large congregation of hundreds. Rather than questioning their doctrine, they simply 
create a new doctrine: “No congregation ought to be larger than the cup”, i.e., if a congregation is too big for 
the use of one cup, then the congregation should divide into smaller groups. Some actually state this more 
boldly, saying, “It is a sin to have a congregation larger than can be served by one cup” (George Yinn). 

 

c. “It is being taught by some among us these days that no law ended at the cross, that we have one continuous 
covenant throughout the Bible. This position is related to the false doctrine that the alien sinner is not under 
law to Christ, but to an eternal moral law. This has been taught in connection with the issue of marriage, 
divorce, and remarriage to the effect that God's marriage law is not binding on the alien until he becomes a 
Christian. In practical terms, that means that if he has been married fifteen times and divorced each time for 
reasons other than the sexual unfaithfulness of his previous wives, that baptism takes care of all of that and he 
may now continue on with wife number fifteen... One false doctrine leads to another” (Connie W. Adams).  

 

3. The Scribes and Pharisees had a faulty view regarding the keeping of the Law and a skewed perspective of 
righteousness, and they led many astray with their erroneous views. It is vital, then, that: (i) We read and study 
the scriptures for ourselves and not allow ourselves to be influenced and carried away into the error of others, 
and (ii) If we are in a position of leadership, then it is essential to ensure our views are correct because we will 
not only be responsible for the loss of our own souls, but for the souls of those we lead astray.  

                                                           
1 www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/original-sin 
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THE PHARISEES DESIRED TO SEE SIGNS FROM HEAVEN -.- 
Lesson 3 
 

Introduction 
 

1. The Pharisees believed in a coming Messiah, but Jesus did not live up to their 
expectations of Israel’s Messiah. This was because of (i) their misinterpretation of 
the scriptures, and, (ii) ignoring scriptures that didn’t meet up to their idea of a Messiah.   

 

2. Despite fulfilling many prophecies that related to the Messiah and His works, the Pharisees refused to believe in 
Him, and sought to destroy Him. They asked for a sign “from heaven”, but Jesus had already given them enough 
proof of His identity. Besides, they never really expected Him to give them such a sign (this is explained in the lesson)! 

 

3. We don’t see signs, miracles and wonders today (1 Corinthians 13:8-13), but we do have the testimony of the 
scriptures. Many, no doubt, find this insufficient and would demand to see a sign, but God deems the testimony 
of scripture sufficient (1 John 5:10; John 20:30-31). Those that scorn and ridicule God’s word may or may not 
believe, but they will continue attacking God’s word because they simply don’t want to believe. 

 

The Pharisees Desired To See Signs From Heaven 
 

“The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show them a sign from heaven. But He 
replied to them, When it is evening, you say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is red. And in the morning, There 
will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening. Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but 
cannot discern the signs of the times? An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be 
given it, except the sign of Jonah” (Matthew 16:1-4). 
 

Q1. Why were the Pharisees seeking “a sign from heaven”? 
 

1. The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and requested to see “a sign from heaven.” They did not ask this out 
of sincerity; rather, they were “testing Jesus” (Matthew 16:1). They did this on many occasions – challenging Him 
in order to find something that they could use against Him (Matthew 12:38; Mark 8:11; Luke 11:16; John 2:18; 6:30-31). 

 

Q2. Had the Pharisees ever admitted that Jesus had given signs? 
 

2. Jesus certainly performed signs, and they even admitted that He did so. After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, 
the chief priests and Pharisees met together and said, “What are we doing? For this man is performing many 
signs. If we let Him go on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both 
our place and our nation” (John 11:47-48). They recognized that Jesus was performing signs, and that they were so 
convincing that if they did not do something to stop Him, everyone would come to believe in Him. So it was 
more than just that they wanted Jesus to show them a sign. They were not content even with the signs He would 
show them and demanded to be shown something that would live up to 
their expectations – like a sign in the heavens. 

 

3. The religious leaders had seen many signs, and so we wonder why they 
were asking to see another sign? A little understanding about the beliefs 
of the religious leaders will shed light on what they were really seeking: 

 

Q3. What did the rabbis erroneously believe about demons and signs? 
 

a. The rabbis erroneously believed that demons could perform certain 
miracles on earth2, but God alone could give signs from heaven [signs 

manifest in the heavens], such as, the manna from heaven that fed the 
Israelites in the wilderness (Exodus 16:1-31), the halting of the sun and moon by Joshua (Joshua 10:12-14), the 
lightning and thunder that came at Samuel’s word (1 Samuel 12:18), and the stroke of death on the captains who 
tried to arrest Elijah (2 Kings 1:9-12). So although they had witnessed Jesus’ signs on earth, they rejected them 
as signs because of their belief that demons could perform certain miracles on earth. Does it make sense now 
as to why the Scribes said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons”? 

                                                           
2 The Pulpit Commentary. 

The religious leaders did not deny that 
Jesus did signs; they admitted that He 
did, but they had other concerns: “Then 
the chief priests and the Pharisees 
gathered a council and said, What shall 
we do? For this Man works many 
signs. If we let Him alone like this, 
everyone will believe in Him, and the 
Romans will come and take away both 
our place and nation” (John 11:47-48). 
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Q4. In the minds of the Pharisees, what was the difference between an earthly sign and a sign from heaven? 
 

b. The religious leaders were not impressed by earthly signs and sought a heavenly sign. On one occasion the 
people asked Jesus, “What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and believe You?... Our fathers ate 
the manna in the desert; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat'” (John 6:30-31). Do you see! 
The people, though having witnessed earthly signs, sought a heavenly sign, like manna from heaven?  

 

Q5. In asking to see a sign from heaven, what were the Pharisees hoping? 
 

c. The religious leaders knew what Christ’s answer would be because they had already made the same request of 
Him previously (Matthew 12:38). So why ask again? They were hoping that He would either refuse to grant 
their request or else make an attempt and fail. In either case they thought they might turn the circumstance to 
His disadvantage. If Jesus refused they could say He was an imposter because He refused to give them a sign 
from heaven, and if He attempted to do so and failed, then He would prove Himself an imposter. 

 

Q6. Did everyone hold to the erroneous beliefs of the Pharisees? 
 

4. But not everyone held to the beliefs of the religious leaders:  
 

a. Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, said to Jesus, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no 
one can do these [earthly] signs that You do unless God is with him” (John 3:1-2). 

 

b. The Pharisees said of Jesus, “This Man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath” (John 9:16a). 
But others asked, “How can a man who is a sinner do such [earthly] signs?” (John 9:16b). 

 

c. The blind man that Jesus healed (an earthly sign) was questioned several times by the Pharisees and he said to 
them, “If this man were not from God He could do nothing” (John 9:33). 

 

5. If the religious leaders would hold that demons were able to perform certain miracles on earth and conclude that 
Jesus performed earthly signs by the power of the devil, then Jesus had previously exposed this error.  

 

Q7. How had Jesus previously exposed the erroneous beliefs of the Pharisees? 
 

a. There was a man that was blind and mute being caused by the demon that possessed him. Jesus cast out the 
demon and the man both saw and spoke (Matthew 12:22). 

 

b. There were two reactions: (i) The multitudes were amazed and wondered if Jesus could be the Messiah 
(Matthew 12:23), (ii) The Pharisees, while not denying what Jesus had done, attributed such earthly signs 
(remember what the Pharisees believed!) to Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons (Matthew 12:24).  

 

c. Listen to Jesus’ masterly reply: “But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not stand. If Satan 
casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? And if I cast out demons by 
Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your judges” (Matthew 12:25-27).  

 

Q8. What were the Pharisees hoping in asking Jesus for a sign from heaven? 
 

d. Having exposed their erroneous beliefs, we can see that their request for a sign from heaven at this time was to 
put Him to the test. They were hoping that He would either refuse to grant their request (as He had so done before) 
or else make an attempt and fail. In either case they thought they might turn the circumstance to His 
disadvantage. If Jesus refused they could say He was an imposter because He refused to give them a sign 
from heaven, and if He attempted to do so and failed, then He would prove Himself an imposter.  

 

Q9. What was Paul’s response to the Jews who sought signs (from heaven)? 
 

6. Paul told the brethren in Corinth, “For indeed Jews ask for signs” (1 Corinthians 1:22). The mentality of the 
Pharisees had been adopted by the Jews as a whole – at least by those who did not accept the gospel. Rather than 
showing them signs, Paul said, “But we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block… but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:23-24). 

 

a. Paul done many miracles (by the power of God) (2 Corinthians 12:12). But he did not meet the demands of the Jews 
to give a sign from heaven as a condition for them to accept what he said. Paul continued to simply preach 
Christ crucified. This was a stumbling block to those who wanted to be shown a sign (1 Corinthians 1:22-23). 
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Q10. What was the purpose of signs? 
 

b. Signs were given to confirm the word. The Hebrew writer said, “How will we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, 
God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the 
Holy Spirit according to His own will” (Hebrews 2:3-4). Mark records, “And they went out and preached 
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that followed” (Mark 

16:20). 
 

Q11. Why don’t we see signs, wonders, and miracles today? 
 

c. The purpose of signs and miracles were to confirm the word that was preached, and such are no longer 
necessary because God’s word has been fully revealed (Jude 1:3). Paul made this point to the Corinthians: 
“Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away… For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part; but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away” (1 Corinthians 13:8-10). Miraculous 
gifts were necessary as long as God’s revelation was incomplete. God’s will has now been completely 
revealed, and we can go to the Scriptures to prove what His will is, making the signs unnecessary. Therefore, 
rather than seeking for signs today, we need to be content with the testimony revealed in His word (1 John 

5:10; John 20:30-31). 
 

Q12. What was the one sign that Jesus did give the religious leaders? 
 

6. The religious leaders had asked for a sign from heaven, and while Jesus refused to meet their request, He did say 
He would provide a sign – His resurrection! 

 

a. Jesus referred to the account of Jonah, with which they were very familiar. As Jonah was in the belly of the 
whale for three days and nights and was “resurrected”, so the Son of Man would be in the heart of the earth 
for three days and nights and be resurrected. A sign indeed! A side note: Jesus refers to the account of Jonah 
in terms of an actual historical event, not a myth. 

 

b. “The sign of the Divine origin, Divine mission, and Divine nature of Christ is His resurrection from the dead” 
(Pulpit Commentary). Jesus’ resurrection would be the only “sign from heaven” needed to confirm His identity. 

 

Discussion 
 

1. How would you answer someone today that said, “I need proof for what I believe, so I’ll only believe the message 
you preach if you show me a miracle”? 

 

2. What is the best way to handle those that are intent on testing and trying to entrap you? 
 

3. If the religious leaders – with their foolish beliefs – were so intent on destroying Jesus, would they believe the 
sign of His resurrection? 

 

Application 
 

1. Sooner or later, someone will ask us about miracles today, and even testify to “miracles” they have seen. We need 
to prepare ourselves for such questions and be ready to give an answer (cp. 1 Peter 3:15). 

 

2. In Bible class, do you ever ask difficult or awkward questions simply to embarrass and humiliate the teacher and 
exalt yourself? It happens! It is an extremely bad attitude that must be changed. 

 

3. The Pharisees held to the belief that demons were able to perform certain miracles on earth. Is it possible that we 
hold to some erroneous beliefs? We would all do well to examine our beliefs to ensure they are scriptural and not 
foolish traditions. 

 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who are content with what God has chosen to reveal. 
Instead, they are those who demand to see signs from God to guide or instruct them apart from His word. 
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THE PHARISEES WERE CLOSED MINDED -.- 
Lesson 4 
 

Introduction 
 

1. Maybe you find it extremely difficult to comprehend such closed mindedness on the 
part of the Pharisees. We saw in the previous lesson that Jesus did not live up to 
their expectations – despite the prophecies He was fulfilling and the signs and 
wonders. They had no excuse for their ignorance (John 5:39, 46; Luke 24:27, 44) and all 
they wanted to do was destroy Him (Matthew 12:14).  

 

2. The Pharisees rejected Jesus as the Messiah and opposed Him at every turn. There are three reasons that explain 
this behavior: (i) while they appeared to be religious, they were actually corrupt and “full of greed and self-
indulgence” (Matthew 23:25), (ii) they sought only the praise, adoration, and respect of men (Matthew 23:5-7), and (iii) 
they enjoyed their share of power and rule they had under Roman rule and were afraid of losing it (John 11:48). 

 

3. There are people today that desire to be religious and enjoy all the privileges that come with it (praise, adoration, and 

respect of men), but don’t want to believe what the Bible teaches or do what the Lord says.   
 

The Pharisees Were Closed Minded 
 

“Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He had done, believed in Him. But some of them 
went to the Pharisees and told them the things which Jesus had done. Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees 
convened a council, and were saying, ‘What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. If we let Him go 
on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation’” 
(John 11:45-48). 
 

Q1. In what ways did the Pharisees display their closed-mindedness? 
 

1. There are several examples in the New Testament of the Pharisees having minds that were closed to the truth.  
 

a. After the Parable of the Tenants (Matthew 21:33-44), the Pharisees sought to arrest Jesus, but they feared the 
people (Matthew 21:45-46). 

 

b. After witnessing the healing of a man on the Sabbath, “The Pharisees went out 
and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him” (Matthew 12:9-14). 

 

c. After the raising of Lazarus (John 11:38-44), the chief priests and Pharisees met 
together and at the conclusion “they plotted to put Him to death” (John 11:45-53). 

 

Q2. How did the Pharisees respond to the raising of Lazarus? 
 

2. They already decided what they wanted to believe and refused to consider anything that might challenge their 
preconceived notions.  

 

a. Their response to the raising of Lazarus from the dead may be the clearest. Consider some important details 
from Jesus’ miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead and the response of the Pharisees to it: 

 

 Jesus prayed – audibly so that others would hear Him – that this would cause people to believe that He 
had been sent by God (John 11:42). 

 

 Lazarus had already been dead for four days (John 11:39), which means that this could not have been faked. 
 

 The Pharisees received eyewitness accounts of what had happened (John 11:46). 
 

 The chief priests and Pharisees did not deny the signs and their impact – even in a private meeting (John 

11:47-48). Unfortunately, they were more concerned with holding their position of power and influence 
than they were with following what was right. 

 

“Then the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, What shall we do? For 
this Man works many signs. If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and 
the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation” (John 11:47-48).  
 

The Pharisees were upset with 
Jesus’ teaching, healing, and 
raising the dead, and so they 
plotted to put Him to death.   
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Q3. Why did the chief priests want to murder Lazarus? 
 

b. Indeed, the chief priests actually sought Lazarus and plotted to put him to death! 
 

“Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they came, not for Jesus' sake 
only, but that they might also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. But the chief 
priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also, because on account of him many of the Jews went 
away and believed in Jesus” (John 12:9-11).  

 

Q4. Why do people choose to be closed-minded? 
 

3. It is important to be open-minded to the truth.  
 

a. Closed-mindedness causes one to reject the truth in favor of what he already believes.  
 

Q5. What is the opposite extreme of closed-mindedness? 
 

b. Of course, we need to avoid the opposite extreme – being “carried about by every wind of doctrine” (Ephesians 

4:14). This is not open-mindedness, but simple-mindedness (Proverbs 14:15). But one who is closed-minded 
refuses to consider the possibility that what he does not yet know may be the truth. 

 

4. How can we have an open mind?  
 

Q6. What three things are required to keep on open mind? 
 

a. First, we must be humble. James wrote, “In humility receive the word implanted, 
which is able to save your souls” (James 1:21). We must recognize and be willing 
to admit that we might misunderstand the truth or be mistaken. If we are not humble enough to consider that 
possibility, we will not be open-minded to the truth. 

 

b. Second, we must look to the Bible to find the truth. This is what the Bereans did when Paul preached to them: 
“Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). They were not 
closed-minded - they did not refuse to listen to Paul. They were not simple-minded – they did not blindly 
accept whatever he said. Instead, they were open-minded and, after listening, consulted the Scriptures to see 
if what Paul taught them was the truth. 

 

c. Third, once we know the truth (Psalms 119:151; John 17:17), we must practice it (James 1:22) and teach it (Hebrews 

5:12). After emphasizing the need for humility in receiving the word, James said, “But prove yourselves doers 
of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves” (James 1:22). Also, when we teach, we have the 
responsibility to “speak as the oracles of God” (1 Peter 4:11). Even if we have practiced or taught something 
different in the past, we must change in order to conform to what is taught in the word of God. 

 

 

Discussion 
 

1. Have you ever encountered someone that was closed-minded? How did they display it? 
 

2. The religious leaders sought to arrest Jesus (Matthew 21:45-46), destroy Him (Matthew 12:9-14), and put Him to death 
(John 11:45-53). In the minds of the religious leaders, what evil had Jesus done that deserved death?  

 

3. What is the only way to ensure we have an open mind? 
 

Application 
 

1. There is always the possibility that we could be wrong. It is essential, then, that we keep ourselves humble and are 
ready to search the scriptures (Acts 17:11). All of us have core beliefs and the greatest danger is what is termed 
cognitive dissonance. The term cognitive dissonance is used to describe the feeling of discomfort that results 
when new teaching exposes the error of a core belief that you hold. The tendency is to seek a way of eliminating 
the dissonance (lack of agreement). A classic example of this is “explaining something away.” 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are the ones who refuse to listen to the word of God and examine it to 
see if they need to change their beliefs or practices to conform to God’s will. 

 

Just as bad as ignorance is 
thinking you know it all 
(1000 Maxims, Volume I). 
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2. The teachings of Jesus and the apostles often gave rise to negative feelings in people, which often led to 
persecution and even murder. Let us often examine ourselves and be sure we are not filled with negative feelings 
at the teachings of others.  

 

3. Being open minded is good, but we must beware of taking it to an extreme where we are blown to and fro by 
every wind of doctrine. We must be convicted of the truth. 
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PART 2: REJECTION OF GOD’S PURPOSE 
 

THE PHARISEES REJECTED GOD’S PURPOSE FOR THEMSELVES -.- 
Lesson 5 
 

Introduction 
 

1. While many submitted to John’s baptism, some did not. Luke noted that “the 
Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having been 
baptised by John” (Luke 7:30). 

 

2. John preached “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:1-2). John’s baptism was “a baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins” (Mark 1:4). The council of God, then, was contained in John’s preaching. 
God’s will or purpose for all men, including the Pharisees, was for them to turn back to Him and be a people 
ready to enter His kingdom. The Pharisees did not believe John and were not prepared to confess their sins.  

 

3. Many people today reject God’s purpose for themselves in refusing to be baptised for the remission of sins (Acts 

2:38). We also reject God’s purpose for ourselves whenever we refuse to obey the Lord’s will in any respect. 
 

The Pharisees Rejected God’s Purpose For Themselves 
 

“But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves, not having been baptized by John” (Luke 

7:30). 
 

Q1. What is God’s general purpose for all men? 
 

1. People often wonder if God has some special purpose for their life.  
 

a. In general, God’s purpose for everyone is to “Fear God and keep His 
commandments” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  

 

Q2. Has God ever called individuals to fulfill a specific purpose in their lives? 
 

b. However, God has always chosen and called individuals for a specific purpose or assignment: e.g., Noah, 
Moses, Jeremiah, Cyrus, Paul, John the Baptist. 

 

2. John the Baptist was chosen by God for a specific purpose.  
 

Q3. For what specific purpose was John the Baptist chosen and called? 
 

a. Jesus mentioned him in the context of His discussion of the Pharisees rejecting God’s purpose for themselves. 
Jesus said, “This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will 
prepare Your way before You’” (Luke 7:27; cp. Malachi 3:1). When John came, he had a specific assignment – to 
prepare the way for the Lord. 

 

Q4. What was God’s general purpose for the Pharisees (and others), and how 
did they reject that purpose?  

 

b. However, when Jesus spoke about the purpose for the Pharisees, He 
was speaking of the Pharisees in general terms. What was the purpose 
to which Jesus referred? God’s purpose for them was to save them. 

 

c. The Pharisees “rejected God’s purpose for themselves” by not being 
“baptized by John” (Luke 7:30).  

 

1) This baptism was tied to forgiveness: “John the Baptist appeared in 
the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4).  

 

2) When Zacharias prophesied of John’s mission, he said, “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to give to His people the knowledge 
of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins” (Luke 1:76-77).  

 

3) John’s baptism was for the forgiveness of sins which led to salvation. This was God’s plan. The Pharisees 
rejected God’s purpose for themselves. 

Naaman, the commander of the Syrian 
army had leprosy, and he was 
persuaded to go and see a prophet in 
Israel – Elisha. It was God’s purpose to 
heal Naaman, but, at first, he rejected 
that purpose when he refused to follow 
the prophet’s instruction to dip himself 
seven times in the Jordan River. 
Fortunately for Naaman, his servants 
changed his mind and he obeyed and 
was healed (2 Kings 5:1-4). Let us be 
sure to fulfill God’s purpose for our life 
by walking in obedience to the 
commandments of the Lord.  

 

“For this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior, who desires 
all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of 
the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4). 
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3. New Testament baptism: 
 

Q5. How would you demonstrate that only baptism in the name of Jesus is valid for today (cp. Ephesians 4:5)? 
 

a. When the New Covenant came into effect at Jesus’ death (Hebrews 9:15-17), John’s baptism was made void and 
replaced by the baptism of Christ. 

 

b. When Paul came to Ephesus he found some disciples who had been baptized “into John’s baptism” and he 
instructed them to be “baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:1-5).  

 

c. This is the baptism that Jesus commissioned His disciples to practice before He ascended into heaven (Matthew 

28:16-20; Mark 16:15-16). Faithful to their commission, the first gospel sermon was preached on the Day of 
Pentecost, and when those that believed asked what they should do (Acts 2:37), Peter instructed them to 
“Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 2:38). 
Yet many of the same ones who rejected John’s baptism also rejected the baptism of Christ. 

 

4. God’s purpose and desire is for all people to be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-4).  
 

Q6. What is God’s desire for all men today? Does Jesus have this same desire? 
 

a. Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that 
the world might be saved through Him” (John 3:16-17).  

 

b. Just as God desires all men to be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-4), so the Lord 
wants all to be saved, and He has given the plan by which we can 
be saved - Jesus told His apostles, “Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel [the good news that Jesus bore the punishment for our sins in His body 

on the cross] to all creation. He who has believed [the gospel] and has 
been baptized [for the remission of sins] shall be saved [from the eternal 

consequences of their sins]; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned [and suffer the eternal consequences of their 

sins]” (Mark 16:15-16; cp. 2 Thessalonians 1:9-10). 
 

c. Many people spend time wondering if God has some 
specific purpose for their lives while rejecting God’s 
purpose for them that He has revealed – to save them from 
their sins. Let us not reject God’s purpose for us the way 
that the Pharisees did. 

 

5. Does God have a specific purpose for each individual?  
 

a. I believe there are enough scriptures to confirm this as a 
truth: 

 

Q7. Has God appointed the lot and ordered the circumstances of 
each person’s condition? 

 

1) Paul says, “But as God has distributed to each one, as 
the Lord has called each one, so let him walk. And so I 
ordain in all the churches” (1 Corinthians 7:17). “The phrase ‘as God hath distributed’ refers to the condition 
in which people are placed in life, whether as rich or poor, in a state of freedom or servitude, of learning 
or ignorance, etc. And it implies that God appoints the lot of people, and orders the circumstances of their 
condition; that religion is not designed to interfere directly with this; and that people should seek to show 
the real excellence of religion in the particular sphere in which they may have been placed by divine 
providence before they became converted” (Barnes). 

 

 
 

“For I delivered to you first of all that 
which I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
and that He was buried, and that He 
rose again the third day according to 
the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).  

“But as God has distributed to each one, as the 
Lord has called each one, so let him walk. And so I 
ordain in all the churches. Was anyone called while 
circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. 
Was anyone called while uncircumcised? Let him 
not be circumcised. Circumcision is nothing and 
uncircumcision is nothing, but keeping the 
commandments of God is what matters. Let each 
one remain in the same calling in which he was 
called. Were you called while a slave? Do not be 
concerned about it; but if you can be made free, 
rather use it. For he who is called in the Lord while 
a slave is the Lord's freedman. Likewise he who is 
called while free is Christ's slave. You were bought 
at a price; do not become slaves of men. Brethren, 
let each one remain with God in that state in which 
he was called” (1 Corinthians 7:17-24).  
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Q8. What does “as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith” (Romans 12:3) mean? 
 

2) Paul says, “For I say, through the grace given to me, to 
everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has 
dealt to each one a measure of faith” (Romans 12:3). “Rather, 
each one has certain endowments personally and in relation 
to this world’s goods that must be used pursuant to the will of God in relation to one’s own faith. Each 
has gifts (these may be either miraculous gifts or common ordinary endowments) that differ according to the favor or 
grace of God” (Clinton D. Hamilton).  

 

Q9. Who supplies our individual abilities? 
 

3) Peter writes, “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as 
with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom 
belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:11).  

 

b. There are several others we could consider, but these may be enough to convince us that God has appointed 
each person’s lot and ordered the circumstances of their condition, and has given each person certain talents 
and abilities. It is taking all things into consideration that one is able to discover his purpose or assignment. 

 

Q10. Have you discovered your assignment? 

 

Discussion 
 

1. How does one discover God’s general purpose for all people and His specific purpose for himself? 
 

2. How does one reject God’s general purpose for himself and His specific purpose for himself? 
 

3. What is it about being baptised for the remission of sins that the majority of people find so disagreeable? 
 

Application 
 

1. God has a general purpose for all Christians: to (i) provoke one another unto love and good works (Hebrews 10:24), 
(ii) exhort one another daily (Hebrews 10:25), (iii) pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17), (iv) visit orphans and 
widows (James 1:27), (vi) set aside something for the needy (Ephesians 4:28), (vii) 
sanctification, etc. If we are pursuing these things, then we do well. If we are not 
pursuing these things, then we have rejected God’s purpose for ourselves. It means 
you are no better than the Pharisees that rejected God’s purpose for themselves. 
Think about that!   

 

2. It is God’s desire for “all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). Is God’s 
desire your desire? Do you desire all men to be saved? Do your actions align with your claim?  

 

3. God’s individual purpose or assignment for ourselves is not something you decide, it is something you discover. 
Do you want to know your assignment?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who seek to obey the Lord to receive the forgiveness 
of sins. Instead, they are those who reject God’s plan of salvation. 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. There are differences of ministries, 
but the same Lord. And there are diversities 
of activities, but it is the same God who 
works all in all” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6). 

“He who says, I know 
Him, and does not keep 
His commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not 
in him” (1 John 2:4).  
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THE PHARISEES TOOK ADVANTAGE OF OTHERS -.- 
Lesson 6 
 

Introduction 
 

1. The Pharisees were lovers of money (Luke 16:14). Paul says that “the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10) and that 
“those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and harmful lusts” (1 Timothy 6:9). The greater one’s 
love for money, the greater the lengths he will go to obtain it – some by honest means (Proverbs 23:4), but many 
by various dishonest means. 

 

2. The Pharisees were lovers of money, but rather than satisfying their greed through honest labor, they did so by 
dishonest and despicable means: preying on the most vulnerable in society – widows. Jesus had said, “But all the 
works they do to be seen by men” (Matthew 23:5), and so, being masters of deception, it was no great effort to put 
on a show for the widows and rob them of their inheritance.   

 

3. Christians today need to be extremely cautious in regards to their attitude towards money – greed destroys a 
person. The antidote to greed is contentment (1 Timothy 6:6-8). Christians also need to be sober minded and be 
aware that there are greedy religious people that are seeking a prey on which to practice the art of their extortion. 

 

The Pharisees Took Advantage Of Others 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long 
prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation” (Matthew 23:14).  
 

Q1. Of whom did the Pharisees typically take advantage? 
 

1. When Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for devouring “widow’s houses,” He was condemning them for taking 
advantage of others. However, the Pharisees did not take advantage of just anyone. Jesus used widows in His 
example for a reason. These were ones who typically were in need of assistance from others. Yet the Pharisees 
not only failed to help these ones in need, they also took advantage of them for 
their own benefit (cp. Titus 1:10-11). 

 

Q2. Who were the widows of whom the Pharisees took advantage? 
 

a. Devouring widows’ houses. “Women who have lost their natural protector 
[i.e., their husbands] become their prey. To these they attach themselves, 
winning them over by flattery and fraud, and persuading them to assist them 
with their substance to the ruin of their fortunes” (Pulpit Commentary). 

 

Q3. What were the tactics used by the Pharisees to deceive widows? 
 

b. Long prayers or pretense. The word “pretense” is from the Greek word prophasis, which literally means “that 
which appears in front” (Thayer). It is “an outward show or appearance, a pretense or pretext put forth in order 
to cover one's real intent, that which is put forth as a cause or reason, an apparent reason” (CWSD). So, to 
cover their real intent and corrupt practice, the Pharisees would “put forward” long prayers. Jesus, though, 
saw through them and revealed their vicious and ungodly spirit.  
 

Q4. In Mark’s gospel, what is the contrast being brought out between the Pharisees that devoured widows’ houses 
and the account of the widow that gave two mites into the temple treasury? 
 

c. Interestingly, in Mark, right after Jesus’ condemnation of the Pharisees for devouring widows’ houses (Mark 

12:40) comes Jesus’ observation of the widow putting in her two mites; all she had on which to live (Mark 

12:41-44) - A stark contrast between the corrupt hearts of the rich Pharisees and the purity of heart of the poor 
widow. 

 

 

“Woe to those who decree 
unrighteous decrees, who write 
misfortune, which they have 
prescribed to rob the needy of 
justice, and to take what is right 
from the poor of My people, 
that widows may be their prey, 
and that they may rob the 
fatherless” (Isaiah 10:1-2). 
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Q5. What did the Old Testament have to say about widows and orphans? 
 

2. God has always been concerned about widows and orphans (Deuteronomy 10:17-18; 24:17; Psalms 68:5; 146:9; Jeremiah 

49:10-11; Malachi 3:5).  
 

a. The Israelites were warned not to exploit widows and orphans (Exodus 22:22-23; Zechariah 7:10).  
 

b. The Law and the prophets specified that widows were to be helped (Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 24:19-21; Isaiah 1:17) 
and that His people were to be generous to all those who were poor among them (Deuteronomy 15:7-11).  

 

c. The Pharisees should have been the ones to defend and help these 
poor widows. Instead, they rejected God’s purpose in this regard. 

 

3. The Pharisees demonstrated a total disregard for the needs and 
circumstances of others. If we are not careful, we can do the same thing! 

 

Q6. What ought to be the Christian’s attitude in regards to the needs of 
others? 

 

a. Paul set forth the attitude that we should have toward others: “Do 
nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important 
than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:3-5). Jesus is the ultimate of this 
in sacrificing His life for us (Philippians 2:5-8; 1 John 3:16).  

 

b. Furthermore, when we see others in need, we are to help as we are able 
(Proverbs 3:27). Paul wrote, “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the 
faith” (Galatians 6:10). 

 

Q7. How does James define “pure religion”?  
 

c. James said, “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows 
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world” (James 1:27). What James says here is not the 
whole of religion, as if there were not anything else essential to it. James’ purpose is to teach us that pure 
religion will lead to a holy life, and what he mentions here in regards to orphans and widows is simply an 
example of such. To visit does not just mean to go and see someone, but to provide assistance to the one who 
is in need. We are to be mindful of these needs and do what we can to help. 

 

4. The Pharisees were condemned because they looked at others only for what they could get from them, rather than 
what they could do for them (cp. Ezekiel 33:31). Paul told the brethren in Galatia, “Through love serve one another. 
For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” 
(Galatians 5:13). The Pharisees failed to show love for others in this way. Yet this type of love and service for 
others ought to be our goal. 

 

 

Discussion 
 

1. Is being religious any guarantee that one is free of corruption (Leviticus 10:1-3; 1 Samuel 2:12-17; Ezekiel 8:1-18)? 
 

2. What tactics do religious people use to deceive people, and what motivates them (Philippians 1:15-16; Galatians 6:12-

13; 2 Peter 2:1-22; Titus 1:10-11)? 
 

3. When Jesus exposed the corruption of the Pharisees, how did they respond (Matthew 21:45-46; Luke 11:53-54; 16:14)? 
 
 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are the ones who use others for their selfish interests rather than 
providing help for those who need it. 

“Honor widows who are really widows. 
But if any widow has children or 
grandchildren, let them first learn to 
show piety at home and to repay their 
parents; for this is good and acceptable 
before God. Now she who is really a 
widow, and left alone, trusts in God and 
continues in supplications and prayers 
night and day” (1 Timothy 5:3-5). 

Opportunity 
 

Opportunity doesn’t just mean 
waiting for one in need to turn up 
on our doorstep, it means reaching 
out to those in need around us. The 
opportunity to help others is 
always present (Mark 14:7). 



The Real Pharisees by David Cambridge 

37 

Application 
 

1. The responsibility of the church is to care for needy widows (1 Timothy 5:3), and it is also the responsibility of 
individuals to visit orphans and widows (James 1:27). We may not, like the Pharisees, be devouring widows’ 
homes, but neglecting them makes us just as bad. The needy are all around us if we have eyes to see and hearts 
of compassion to help. 

 

2. A sincere Christian not only cares for orphans and widows, he has the best interests of all in mind. Paul wrote, 
“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household 
of the faith” (Galatians 6:10). Those of the wrong sort will seize upon the phrase 
“as we have opportunity” and claim that opportunities rarely come their way. 
The world is full of people in need and, therefore, opportunities. The truth is 
that some people only care to fulfill their own desires and never give a thought 
to those in need. 
 

3. Jesus condemned the Pharisees for devouring widows’ houses. Is it possible that 
we might be devouring the church treasury and the savings of brethren? Consider: what if a person, despite many 
exhortations and admonitions, refuses to properly manage his finances and then expects individuals or the 
congregation to bail him out in times of trouble. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us be sure not to be like 
the rich man who “never had 
opportunities” to help those in 
need and was “never aware” 
of the poor beggar sitting at 
his gate (Luke 16:19-31).  
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THE PHARISEES SHUT OFF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN FROM OTHERS -.- 
Lesson 7 
 

Introduction 
 

1. John’s message was twofold: (i) The good news that the kingdom of heaven is at hand 
(Matthew 3:1-2). This was the kingdom prophesied by Daniel (Daniel 2:44; cp. Isaiah 2:2). 
(ii) An admonition to repent and turn back to God (Luke 3:3-6; Malachi 4:5-6). 

 

2. The Pharisees, though, rejected John’s message, and rejected Jesus as the Messiah; 
despite the prophecies He was fulfilling and despite the signs and wonders He performed. Indeed, they opposed 
Him at every turn. But they were not content to be at one with their rejection of Him, they actively sought to 
prevent others entering the kingdom of heaven, which they did by opposing Him, making converts to themselves, 
taking away the key of knowledge from the people, and intimidating potential converts. 

 

3. Today, unbelievers seek to prevent people from entering the kingdom of God, which they do by indoctrinating 
people in the theory of evolution, conforming people’s lives to the principles of the world, attacking the Bible, 
promoting false religions, and persecuting anyone that claims to be a Christian. Believers, too, prevent people 
from entering the kingdom of heaven, which they do by denying that baptism is necessary for the remission of 
sins, distracting with false signs and wonders, and pandering to the desires of the flesh. 

 

The Pharisees Shut Off The Kingdom Of Heaven From Others  
 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for 
you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in” (Matthew 23:13). 
 

Q1. Besides rejecting God’s purpose for themselves, what were the Pharisees preventing others from doing? 
 

1. We have already seen (in lesson 5) how the Pharisees had “rejected God’s purpose for themselves” by refusing to be 
baptised (Luke 7:30). Therefore, they would be left out of the Lord’s kingdom. However, in addition to this, they 
were also preventing others from entering the kingdom. 

 

2.  There are several ways the Pharisees shut off the kingdom of God from others: 
 

Q2. How would opposing Jesus prevent others entering the kingdom of heaven? 
 

a. Opposing Jesus. One way the Pharisees “shut off the kingdom of heaven from people” (Matthew 23:13) was by 
consistently opposing Jesus. They were always testing (Matthew 16:1; 19:3), questioning (Matthew 15:1-2), and 
falsely accusing Him (John 9:24). In the end, they 
would plot to put Him to death (John 11:47-53). Jesus 
was “the way, and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) 
and the Pharisees were doing all in their power to shut 
down that way and prevent others from entering it. Of 
course, killing Jesus would not mean victory for them 
because His death was actually part of God’s plan 
(Acts 2:23); yet they did not recognize this truth. 

 

Q3. How would making converts prevent others entering the 
kingdom of heaven? 
 

b. Making Converts. Another way the Pharisees “shut off 
the kingdom of heaven from people” (Matthew 23:13) 
was by trying to lead others to themselves instead of to the Lord. In lesson 16 we will notice the Pharisees’ 
overemphasis on making converts (Matthew 23:15). The Pharisees were zealous to convert others to their way 
of thinking (commands, traditions, etc.). The problem with converting someone to the Pharisees’ way of thinking 
was that the convert would not be saved. Jesus said, “For I say to you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20). In 
making proselytes, the Pharisees would lead the converts into thinking they were doing what was right. This 
would give them a false sense of security; therefore, they would not think they needed to change anything to 
be right with God. Yet since they were following the Pharisees and not God, they were not secure. 

“They shut it up by teaching false doctrines respecting the 
Messiah; by binding the people to an observance of their 
traditions; by opposing Jesus, and attempting to convince 
the people that he was an impostor, thus preventing many 
from becoming his followers. Many were ready to 
embrace him as the Messiah, and were about entering into 
the kingdom of heaven - that is, the church - but they 
prevented it. Luke says they had taken away the key of 
knowledge (Luke 11:52), and thus prevented their entering 
in - that is, they had taken away the right interpretation of 
the ancient prophecies respecting the Messiah, and thus 
had done all that they could to prevent the people from 
receiving Jesus as their Redeemer” (Barnes). 
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Q4. What does it mean to take away the key of knowledge, and how was it preventing people entering the kingdom of 
God? 
 

c. Taking Away The Key Of Knowledge. Another way the Pharisees “shut off the kingdom of heaven from 
people” (Matthew 23:13) was by taking away the key of knowledge from people. “Luke says they had taken 
away the key of knowledge (Luke 11:52), and thus prevented their entering in - that is, they had taken away the 
right interpretation of the ancient prophecies respecting the Messiah” (Barnes). The Pharisees’ twisted 
interpretations of Messianic prophecies blinded peoples’ eyes to the truth. Strictly speaking it says that the 
“lawyers” had taken away the key of knowledge. But as Gill comments: Woe unto you lawyers... Who are 
particularly addressed again in distinction from the Pharisees, though much the same things are said to them 
both in Matthew 23:13”.  

 

Q5. How did the Pharisees treat those showing signs of entering the kingdom of 
heaven? 
 

d. Preventing Entry. Another way the Pharisees “shut off the kingdom of heaven 
from people” (Matthew 23:13) was by intimidating those that desired to enter it. 
“They stood at the door [speaking figuratively] to bar all entrance. If any showed 
signs of yielding to honest conviction, they sternly forbade them to proceed; they repelled them with 
violence, as by excommunication (John 9:22, 34) or by calumniating the Teacher (Matthew 9:34)” (Pulpit 

Commentary). 
 

Q6. Unlike the Pharisees, what is our duty as Christians? 
 

3. Unlike the Pharisees, we are to lead others to the Lord. Paul wrote, “For we do not preach ourselves but Christ 
Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Corinthians 4:5). We need to remember we 
are nothing important when it comes to the salvation of others:  

 

a. Paul wrote, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6-7).  

 

b. We must simply teach the word of God so that others can follow it and be saved (2 Timothy 4:1-2; 1 Timothy 4:16).  
 

c. If we are teaching something else, we are not leading people to the Lord (1 Peter 4:11; Galatians 1:8-9). Like the 
Pharisees, to preach anything but the word is to damn our own souls and the souls of those that hear us.   

 

Discussion 
 

1. If Jesus were not the Messiah, would the actions of Pharisees be right?  
 

2. The Pharisees were wrong respecting their views of Jesus, but did they have an excuse for such? 
 

3. Will God punish those that are sincerely wrong in their views about the Messiah? 
 

Application 
 

1. Today, false teachers prevent people from entering the church when they fail to preach the terms of entrance into 
Christ’s church. This is why we must make it a top priority to know those terms. What are those terms? 

 

2. We certainly don’t think of ourselves as preventing people entering the kingdom of heaven, but aren’t we kinda 
doing so when we refuse to share the gospel with our neighbors (whether out of laziness or fear)?   

 

3. Is it possible that we are sincerely wrong in some of our views? What can we do to eradicate false views? 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who are eager to convert people to the Lord. Instead, 
they are those who stand in the way of others obeying Christ lest they should be saved. 

There are denominations and 
sects that deny the deity of 
Christ, and it is this false 
doctrine that prevents people 
entering the kingdom of God 
(John 8:24).   
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PART 3: PERSONAL CORRUPTION -.- 
 

THE PHARISEES WERE CORRUPT IN THEIR HEARTS 
Lesson 8 
 

Introduction 
 

1. To everyone around them, the Pharisees appeared to be 
“righteous”, and yet Jesus said their hearts were corrupt. This just 
goes to prove that men cannot look upon the hearts of others, but 
God can (1 Samuel 16:7; 1 Kings 8:39; 1 Chronicles 28:9; Jeremiah 17:10). 

 

2. Jesus said the hearts of the Pharisees were “full of extortion and excess” (Matthew 23:25), and “full of hypocrisy 
and lawlessness” (Matthew 23:28). Having been exposed, it’s no wonder they wanted to murder Him (further revealing 

the corruption of their hearts). There was one time that Jesus said, “Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you 
keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me?” They denied it, saying, “You have a demon. Who is seeking to kill 
You?” (John 7:19-20). 

 

3. There are many religious people today whose hearts are corrupt being “full of extortion and excess” and “full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness”. While we cannot see into people’s hearts, we can carefully observe the fruit that 
people bear in their lives (Matthew 12:33; Galatians 5:16-23).  

 

The Pharisees Were Corrupt In Their Hearts 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they 
are full of robbery [extortion] and self-indulgence [excess]. You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of 
the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are 
like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all 
uncleanness. So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness” (Matthew 23:25-28). 
 

Q1. How did the Pharisees “appear righteous”? In what way were they not righteous?  
 

1. In part one of this study, we noticed how the Pharisees were not as careful with the 
Law as we might have thought, or as their reputation suggested. Jesus makes a 
similar point in Matthew 23:25-28. The Pharisees would “outwardly appear 
righteous” (Matthew 23:28), but they were not truly righteous. Their hearts were 
corrupt. Did they not hear Jesus say, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8)? Yet 
Jesus’ words fell on deaf ears; their hearts were hardened. 

 

2. How were the hearts of the Pharisees corrupt? Jesus highlighted a couple of ways. 
 

Q2. What were the two greatest commandments in the Law with which the Pharisees would have been familiar? 
 

a. They were filled with selfishness. They were “full of robbery and self-indulgence” (Matthew 23:25). They cared 
more about self than about God or others. Yet when Jesus was asked by a lawyer of the Pharisees about “the 
great commandment in the Law,” He said that the two greatest commandments were to love the Lord and 
love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34-40). As Paul said, “Let everything you do be done in love” (1 Corinthians 

16:14), i.e., our behavior must be motivated by love for God and love for our neighbor. 
 

Q3. In what ways were the Pharisees “full of extortion”? 
 

1) “Full of robbery” or “Full of extortion”. We saw in lesson 6 how the Pharisees extorted money from 
widows (Matthew 23:14). Their thoughts were set on extortion and their hearts bent on deceit.  

 

Q4. In what ways were the Pharisees “full of… excess”? 
 

2) “Full of… self-indulgence” or “Full of… excess”. This likely refers to eating and drinking to excess (greed). 
This they were able to do on the proceeds from their extortions. 

 

L. Chounard describes the 
attitudes here as “Hyper-
externalism to the neglect 
of purity within”. 
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Q5. What was the “uncleanness” with which the Pharisees were filled? 
 

b. They were filled with “uncleanness” (Matthew 23:27). Jesus cited their “hypocrisy and lawlessness” on this point 
(Matthew 23:28). In other words, they were disobedient to the law of God. We discussed the Pharisees’ 
disobedience in an earlier lesson. “Their outward conduct appeared well, but their hearts were full of 
hypocrisy, envy, pride, lust, and malice - suitably represented by the corruption within a whited tomb” 
(Barnes). 

 

Q6. What, first and foremost, must we ensure is clean and pure before God? 
 

3. We need to be sure that our hearts are pure first (Matthew 5:8). That is why 
Jesus said, “First clean the inside…” (Matthew 23:26). The reason why this 
must be done first is because of what Solomon said, “For as he thinks within himself, so he is” (Proverbs 23:7). 
Our thoughts, words, and actions originate in our heart. Therefore, our heart must be right if we want our life to 
be right before God. 

 

Q7. We may be able to fool everyone around us with a show of great religious devotion and piety, but who is the one 
that we cannot fool? 

 

4. Even if we are able to fool others – as the Pharisees did – we will not be able to fool God. Jesus knew that the 
Pharisees would “outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly [they were] full of hypocrisy and lawlessness” 
(Matthew 23:28). 

 

Q8. What is God able to judge that no man is able to judge? 
 

a. The Hebrew writer said that “the word of God is… able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). The words of Christ 
will be the standard of judgment used for us on the last day (John 12:48). 

 

Q9. Why is the Lord able to judge our deeds and our thoughts and intentions? 
 

b. The reason why Jesus is able to judge not just what we have “done” (2 Corinthians 5:10), but also our “thoughts 
and intentions” (Hebrews 4:12), is given by the Hebrew writer in the next verse: “And there is no creature 
hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do” 
(Hebrews 4:13). We will not hide anything from Him. If our hearts are corrupt, He will know it, just as He did 
with the Pharisees.  

 

Q10. What ought to be the attitude of a sincere Christian? 
 

c. Unlike the Pharisees, we must put God and others ahead of ourselves if we want to please Him. We are to be 
“obedient from the heart” (Romans 6:17). Paul said, “The goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart” (1 

Timothy 1:5) because those “who may stand” in the Lord’s presence are those who have “clean hands and a 
pure heart” (Psalm 24:3-4). Inward corruption will prevent us from being able to have fellowship with God. 

 

 

Discussion 
 

1. From whence do all our attitudes, words, and actions originate? Can the apparently good fruit we observe in a 
person’s life be deceptive?  

 

2. If a person continues to be like a “whitewashed tomb”, then what does that prove regarding his beliefs about God 
and the Day of Judgment?  

 

3. What is it about a person’s lifestyle that is a clue to their corrupt heart? 
 

 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are the ones who may appear righteous to everyone else, yet the Lord 
knows that their hearts are corrupt. 

“Behold, You desire truth in the 
inward parts, and in the hidden 
part You will make me to know 
wisdom” (Psalms 51:6). 

Christians whose lives are a 
sham are saying, “God will not 
call me to account” (Psalms 
10:13). How you live reveals 
what you really believe.   
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Application 
 

1. If you keep hearing things in sermons and Bible classes that make you feel uncomfortable and squirm in your 
seat, then perhaps it is a sign of inner corruption! 

 

2. Unless our primary aim is to please God (2 Corinthians 5:9), then we are simply pleasing ourselves.   
 

3. First and foremost, it is essential to ensure we have a pure heart. How do we do that? 
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THE PHARISEES WERE ARROGANT -.- 
Lesson 9 
 

Introduction 
 

1. Jesus once spoke a parable “to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous” 
(Luke 18:9). This was in reference to keeping the moral and ceremonial aspects of the Law; 
outwardly, at least. The apostle stated of himself as a former Pharisee, “… concerning the 
righteousness which is in the Law, blameless” (Philippians 3:6). In the majority of cases, 
believing that you are righteous gives rise to pride and arrogance.  

 

2. What is interesting about the Pharisee in the parable (Luke 18:9-14) is that he seems not to 
have been aware of his pride and arrogance. If he had, then perhaps he would not have viewed himself as being 
righteous. I suppose it just goes to show how pride can blind one to sin. 

 

3. We today ought to beware of thinking of ourselves as righteous simply because we have been baptised, attend 
services, and live moral lives (at least outwardly). While it might be argued that we can be righteous to some degree, 
none of us are righteous in the true and full sense, are we? We ought to examine ourselves regularly to ensure 
that pride has not made any inroads into our hearts. 

 

The Pharisees Were Arrogant 
 

“And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others 
with contempt: Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 
stood and was praying this to himself: God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get. But the tax collector, standing some 
distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, God, be merciful 
to me, the sinner! I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:9-14). 
 

Q1. Who are the two characters in this parable? 
 

1. In this parable, Jesus focused on two individuals – A proud and arrogant Pharisee and a humble tax collector - and 
highlighted a particular character trait in order to contrast them with each other. 

 

Q2. What is the content of the Pharisee’s prayer and to whom is he praying? 
 

a. A Pharisee and his arrogance – In his prayer, the Pharisee exalted himself over others (including the tax collector) 
and bragged of his deeds (fasting and paying tithes). As he did this, Jesus said he was “praying this to himself” 
(Luke 18:11). He was certainly not praying to God because the Lord did not 
accept him in his arrogance (Luke 18:14). 

 

Q3. What position does the publican assume and how does his prayer reflect this 
attitude? 
 

b. A tax collector and his humility – As this man prayed, he was bowing his 
head, acknowledging his sin, and begging for mercy. These are all indications that he humbled himself before 
God (Luke 18:14). 

 

Q4. What could generally be said about Pharisees and publicans? 
 

2. Jesus’ parable is not meant to indicate that tax collectors in general were humble, only that the one in His parable 
was humble – it is possible he was an exception among that group. However, we do know that many tax 
collectors were receptive to Jesus and His teaching (Matthew 9:10; 21:28-32; Luke 7:29-30; 15:1). This would indicate a 
measure of humility (cp. James 1:21). We also know, based upon the recorded interactions between Jesus and the 
Pharisees that those of this sect were generally arrogant. 

 

3. When Jesus introduced this parable, He directed it to those “who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and viewed others with contempt” (Luke 18:9). We see in this verse that arrogance does two things to one’s 
perception: 

 

“Though He scoffs at the scoffers 
and scorns the scorners, yet He 
gives His undeserved favor to the 
low, the humble, and the afflicted” 
(Proverbs 3:34 AMP). 
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Q5. How does arrogance affect one’s perception of self? 
 

a. The perception of self – The Pharisees “trusted in themselves that they were righteous” (Luke 18:9).  
 

1) The Pharisee in Jesus’ parable never made an acknowledgement of sin in his prayer in order to penitently 
ask for forgiveness as did the tax collector.  

 

2) We must be willing and able to acknowledge our sin, otherwise we will never be forgiven. John wrote, “If 
we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8-9). We must be able to admit sin so we can 
repent and confess it.  

 

3) Furthermore, despite whatever good deeds we may do – and the Pharisee 
listed several in his prayer – we are still “unworthy slaves” who have 
earned nothing from God (Luke 17:10). 

 

Q6. How does arrogance affect one’s perception of others? 
 

b. The perception of others – The Pharisees also “viewed others with contempt” (Luke 18:9).  
 

1) The Scriptures teach that God is willing to save anyone who will fear and obey Him (Acts 10:34-35). Despite 
what Calvinism teaches, Jesus did not die for a select few; He died for the whole world (John 3:16).  

 

2) While it may be true that others are guilty of sins that we think we would never commit, we must still “not 
be conceited, but fear” because we can still be “cut off” if we are not faithful (Romans 11:18-22).  

 

3) Yet we must always remember that God’s favor has been extended to everyone, not just to us. 
 

Q7. What did Solomon say about pride? 
 

4. Solomon said, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). The Pharisees 
were proud and arrogant. It is because of this that they could not see their own sin or understand how God could 
accept certain other people (like the tax collector). 

 

Discussion 
 

1. How does a person get into a position and frame of mind where he believes himself to be righteous? 
 

2. Once one’s perceptions have been distorted, is it possible to again straighten them? 
 

3. Can one ever reach a state of worthiness to enter heaven? 
 

Application 
 

1. Both the Pharisee and the tax collector may have been sure that God was hearing their prayers, but one of them 
was wrong! So regardless of what we may feel, what do we need to do to ensure our prayers are being heard?  

 

2. Jesus sought to get through to the Pharisees by speaking to them directly with a parable (Luke 18:9). True, the Lord 
will not speak to you directly today, but consider: If you repeatedly hear the same rebuke or admonition in 
sermons or Bible classes, then it could be that God is providentially calling you to repentance. The spiritual 
person will give heed, but an ungodly person scorns and sneers at all correction. 

 

3. We ought to pursue righteousness (1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22) and be zealous for good works (Titus 2:14; 3:14), but 
it is essential to have the proper perspective of them in our lives (Luke 17:7-10). 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who are humbly seeking to serve the Lord. Instead, 
they are those who believe they are better than others and that God, because of their righteousness, owes them a 
reward. 

 

Pride and arrogance always 
distorts our perceptions of 
ourselves and others. 
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THE PHARISEES WERE HYPOCRITES -.- 
Lesson 10 
 

Introduction 
 

1. In Matthew 23, Jesus labels the Pharisees as “hypocrites” seven times (Matthew 23:13, 

14, 15, 23, 25, 27, 29): (i) They emphasized a relatively unimportant outer act while 
ignoring fundamental inner attitudes of righteousness (Matthew 23:23-24), (ii) they were 
very concerned about outward appearances before men, but were not concerned 
about what they were like on the inside before God (Matthew 23:25-28), (iii) they professed great religious devotion 
in their speech, but it did not affect their hearts. They were not really devoted to God's work. One of the major 
characteristics of a hypocrite is that they profess great devotion while harboring evil hearts (Matthew 15:8). 

 

2. Despite Jesus’ public rebuke and exposure of their hypocrisy they did not repent (cp. Matthew 23:37; Revelation 3:19). 
In fact, they simply hardened their hearts all the more and became more active in their opposition to Him. 
Indeed, it was just a while later that “the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled at the 
palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and kill Him” (Matthew 
26:3-4).  

 

3. Someone once said, “There are varying degrees of hypocrisy (whether known or unknown) in everyone”. I don’t know 
how true that is in reality, but we certainly ought to strive to keep the inward and outward man perfectly aligned. 

 

The Pharisees Were Hypocrites  
 

“The scribes and Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore all that they tell you, do and 
observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them” (Matthew 23:2-3). 
 

Q1. What is the classic definition of “hypocrite”? 
 

The Scribes and Pharisees were hypocrites 
1. A hypocrite is one who says one thing and practices another. Jesus repeatedly called the Pharisees hypocrites in 

this chapter. In those verses, Jesus highlighted various ways in which they manifested their hypocrisy.  
 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against 
men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you 
allow those who are entering to go in” (Matthew 23:13).  

 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make 
long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater 
condemnation” (Matthew 23:14).  
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when 
he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell 
as yourselves” (Matthew 23:15).  
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: 
justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone” (Matthew 
23:23).  
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but 
inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence” (Matthew 23:25).  
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed 
appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness” (Matthew 23:27).  
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the prophets and 
adorn the monuments of the righteous” (Matthew 23:29).  

What Was The Root Cause That 
Led Them To Be Hypocrites? 

 

The scribes and Pharisees were the spiritual leaders of 
the nation, and they were supposed to help others to 
know God and keep His commandments. Instead, the 
religious leaders added many man-made rules and 
regulations to God’s Law, making it a cumbersome and 
onerous burden. They did not follow God with a pure 
heart; their religion was not true worship of God; rather, 
it was rooted in a prideful heart. In the Sermon on the 
Mount, Jesus emphasizes the true intent of the Law over 
the letter of the Law; the scribes and Pharisees 
emphasized the letter, completely missing its spirit. 
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Q2. What are some of the hypocritical practices of the Pharisees that Jesus highlighted? 
 

2. In previous chapters of Matthew Jesus highlighted their 
hypocritical practices: 

 

a. In regards to charitable deeds: 
 

“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before 
men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward 
from your Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a 
charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they 
may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they 
have their reward” (Matthew 6:1-2).  
 

b. In regards to prayer: 
 

“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. 
For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on 
the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your room, 
and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly” (Matthew 6:5-6).  

 

c. In regards to fasting: 
 

“Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad countenance. For they 
disfigure their faces that they may appear to men to be fasting. Assuredly, I say to you, they 
have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so that you do 
not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you openly” (Matthew 6:16-18). 
 

d. In regards to seeking signs from heaven: 
 

“Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him 
asked that He would show them a sign from heaven. He 
answered and said to them, When it is evening you say, 'It 
will be fair weather, for the sky is red'; and in the morning, 
'It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and 
threatening.' Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face 
of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous generation 
seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. And He 
left them and departed” (Matthew 16:1-4).   

 

Q3. What does “seated… in the chair of Moses” mean? 
 

Sitting in Moses’ seat 
3. Jesus said they “seated themselves in the chair of Moses” (Matthew 23:2; cp. John 

1:17).  
 

a. The phrase “chair of Moses” signifies the place of authority that the Scribes and Pharisees had in interpreting 
the Law of Moses and exercising their authority over the Jewish people. They are the ones who would tell the 
people of Israel what the Law of Moses “really” meant. As Moses delivered God’s law to the people, the 
scribes and Pharisees taught God’s law to the people in their day.  

 

Q4. Over whom did the Sadducees hold sway, and over whom did the Pharisees have the most influence? 
 

b. While the Sadducees’ influence was generally limited to the rich, the Pharisees had the “multitude on their 
side” (Josephus, Antiquities 18.1.3) and were able to “persuade the body of people” in whatever they considered 
proper worship of God (Antiquities 18.1.3). 

The Cause Of The Pharisees’ Hypocrisy 
 

“Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy 
about you, saying: 'These people draw near 
to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from Me. 
And in vain they worship Me, teaching as 
doctrines the commandments of men' 
[Isaiah 29:13]” (Matthew 15:7-9). 

“But be doers of the word, and 
not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves” (James 1:22). 

 

“The point is that when the Savior called the 
scribes and Pharisees hypocrites, he put a 
different emphasis on the word than we usually 
do. Their sin was not primarily dissembling, of 
feigning piety and righteousness, though that 
certainly revealed a deeper illness. Rather, he 
was chiding them for an obstinate self-righteous 
conviction of their own goodness when they 
were actually apostate. To emphasize, Jesus did 
not castigate the scribes and Pharisees only for 
feigned righteousness. He attacked them 
because of their insistence that their standard of 
righteousness was correct when, in reality, it 
stood opposed to the will of God. Their 
perversion destroyed the very works of Jehovah 
and actually led people into unrighteousness” 
(Buttrick, Interpreter’s Dictionary). 
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Q5. What did Jesus instruct people to do and not do? 
 

All that they tell you, do and observe 
4. Jesus said that the people were to do what the Pharisees taught: “All that they tell you, do and observe” (Matthew 

23:3a). However, Jesus also told the people that they were not to do what the Pharisees did: “Do not do according 
to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them” (Matthew 23:3b). 

 

Q6. What is Jesus’ basic criticism of the Pharisees? 
 

a. The implication from Jesus’ statement (“All that they tell you, do and observe”) is that much of what the Pharisees 
taught was indeed accurate; they were teaching things that the people were to do according to the Law of 
Moses. However, the Pharisees did not practice what they preached (Romans 2:21-23). They correctly taught the 
Law of Moses so that Jesus told others to “do and observe” what they said. 
But the Pharisees did not apply this teaching to themselves. They were 
acting hypocritically – not carefully keeping the Law but disobeying it, 
despite teaching otherwise (Romans 2:21-23). 

 

Q7. Apart from their disobedience, what else were the Pharisees doing? 
 

b. Not only were the Pharisees failing to obey what they taught from the Law of Moses, they were also adding 
their own commands and traditions to it (cp. Matthew 15:6) (We will discuss this further in lesson 15). But Jesus 
exposed this: “They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are 
unwilling to move them with so much as a finger” (Matthew 23:4). 

 

Q8. What were the “heavy burdens” the Pharisees lay on men’s shoulders?  
 

1) The “burdens” refer to the minute regulations and prescriptions and the myriad of traditional observances 
with which the Sadducees and Pharisees had confused the actual Law of Moses.  

 

2) Regulations and prescriptions regarding the Sabbath and ceremonial purification seen in Matthew are only 
specimens of a system which extended to religious practice and every relation of life - binding one rule to 
another, enforcing useless and absurd details that made the burden insupportable. 

 

Q9. In what way did the Pharisees fail to make people’s burdens easier? 
 

3) This does not imply that the rabbis themselves were all hypocrites, and broke or evaded the Law with 
impunity. We know that they scrupulously attended to all outward observances. What is meant is that 
they take no trouble to lighten, to make these burdens easier by explanation or relaxation, or to proportion 
them to the strength of the disciple. They impose them with all their crushing weight and severity upon 
others, and uncompromisingly demand obedience to these unscriptural regulations, putting “a yoke upon 
the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear” (Acts 15:10; Galatians 5:1). 
Contrast with this the Christian’s service: Jesus said, “My yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 

11:30). 
 

Q10. What does Paul, a former Pharisee, say about the religious leaders? 
 

5. While the Pharisees explained and expounded on the Law and urged obedience to it in the minutest details, they 
themselves infringed, neglected, and evaded it in the most important points (Matthew 23:23). Look at what Paul, 
himself a strict Pharisee, says about the inconsistency of such professors: “You, therefore, who teach another, do 
you not teach yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal? You who say, Do not commit 
adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who make your boast in the 
Law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?” (Romans 2:21-23).  

 

 

 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who carefully keep the law. Instead, they are those 
who disobey the law of God despite teaching others to obey. 

“For not the hearers of the law 
are just in the sight of God, but 
the doers of the law will be 
justified” (Romans 2:13).  
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Discussion 
 

1. How conscious do you think the Pharisees were of their hypocrisy? 
 

2. Is hypocrisy really such a big deal? 
 

3. Did the common people know the Pharisees were hypocrites? 
 

Application 
 

1. If you were asked, “Are you a hypocrite?” I guess you’d say, “No, of course not!” None of us like to think of 
ourselves as hypocrites, do we? Those that really do care about serving and worshipping the Lord in all sincerity 
will not fear to examine themselves to seek and root out any hypocrisy that might be in their lives.  

 

2. The root of hypocrisy is pride – thinking of ourselves as righteous and desiring to appear righteous, boasting of all 
that we believe we have suffered for the Lord and of all the good works we are doing, and resenting anyone that 
threatens to expose our hypocrisy. Such pride can only lead to a fall. The only cure is to humble yourself under 
the mighty hand of God.  

 

3. Once a person becomes puffed up and full of himself, it can lead to assuming a role far beyond what is lawful – 
exalting the traditions of men above the Law of Christ and even adding rules and regulations to His law. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

When one assumes that his 
hypocrisy is cloaked, his judgment 
and censure of others, in regards to 
their failings, is all the more severe 
(Nuggets Of Truth And Wisdom, 
Volume 4, No. 824). 
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THE PHARISEES WERE LOVERS OF MONEY -.- 
Lesson 11 
 

Introduction 
 

1. The Pharisees are characterized as being “lovers of money” (Luke 16:14). If 
you love money you cannot love God. Jesus put it this way: “No servant 
can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and wealth” (Luke 16:13). This being true, who was their master? Who did 
they love? To what were they devoted?  

 

2. The love of money is the root of many kinds of evil, and one falls into many temptations and a snare, and into 
many foolish and harmful lusts (1 Timothy 6:9-10). This being so, it should come as no surprise that Jesus charges 
the Pharisees of being “full of extortion and self-indulgence” (Matthew 23:25) and “full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness” (Matthew 23:28). It should also come as no surprise to learn that the Pharisees “devour widows’ 
houses” (Matthew 23:14). 

 

3. Many, of course, are lovers of money and have a “this is mine” attitude. If someone 
asked you, “Are you are lover of money?” How would you answer? Jesus warned 
about covetousness (Luke 12:15) and Paul warned about the love of money (1 

Timothy 6:9-10). The proof that we are not lovers of money is contentment, 
generosity, and recognition that we are stewards of what God gives us.  

 

The Pharisees Were Lovers Of Money  
 

“Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Him” (Luke 

16:14). 
 

Q1. How does Luke characterize the Pharisees? 
 

1. Luke identified the Pharisees as ones who were “lovers of money” as he described 
them “scoffing” at the things Jesus was teaching. These were not two unrelated facts about the Pharisees. Being 
lovers of money and scoffing at Jesus’ message were intrinsically connected to one another. 

 

Q2. What had Jesus been teaching that led the Pharisees to scoff? 
 

2. Why was it that these lovers of money scoffed at Jesus’ message?  
 

a. Jesus had said: “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he 
will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth” (Luke 16:13). Jesus directly 
addressed this problem and stated that these ones who had “seated themselves in the chair of Moses” (Matthew 

23:2) and had the reputation of being the “strictest sect” of the Jews (Acts 26:5) were not faithfully serving God. 
 

Q3. What evil was an outgrowth of the Pharisees’ love of money?  
 

b. Understandably, they took offense; even though Jesus spoke the truth. They responded by scoffing at Him and 
His message (Luke 16:14). The Pharisees were lovers of money, so it is no surprise that they “devour widows’ 
houses” (Luke 20:47). The love of money leads to such evils (1 Timothy 6:10). 

 

Q4. What three reasons make it impossible for lovers of money to please God?  
 

3. Jesus taught that we cannot be lovers of money if we wish to please God. 
There are three reasons why this is the case: 

 

a. The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. “But those who want to 
get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful 
desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and 
some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 

Timothy 6:9-10).  
 

When you expose 
someone’s fault, scoffing is 

a typical reaction. 

 

“Yes, they are greedy dogs which 
never have enough. And they are 
shepherds who cannot understand; 
they all look to their own way, 
every one for his own gain, from 
his own territory” (Isaiah 56:11). 

 

If we really believed that we 
are simply stewards of the 
money with which God has 
blessed us, then I’m sure we 
wouldn’t be spending it on 
half the things we do 
(Nuggets Of Truth And 
Wisdom, Volume 4, No. 823). 
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b. Covetousness is idolatry. “Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to… covetousness, 
which amounts to idolatry” (Colossians 3:5). When we covet after money or any other material thing, we are 
making it into an idol. Idolatry is something we need to guard 
against even today (1 John 5:21). 

 

c. We are to put our trust in God, not in wealth. “Instruct those who 
are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope 
on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with 
all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). All of the money in the world 
will not save us (Matthew 16:26; 1 Peter 1:18). We need to be sure our 
faith and trust is in the Lord (Proverbs 3:5-6) – the giver of all good 
things (James 1:17) and the source of our salvation (Hebrews 5:9). 

 

Q5. What do lovers of money forfeit? 
 

4. We must not allow our desire for material things, such as money, to cause us to scoff at the words of Jesus. His 
words are the “words of eternal life” (John 6:68). The value of money is limited and temporal. Our obedience to 
His word will bring an everlasting reward (1 John 2:17). 

 

Discussion 
 

1. To what evils does the love of money lead? 
 

2. What does scoffing at the doctrines of Christ indicate? 
 

3. Why does covetous amount to idolatry? 
 

Application 
 

1. Solomon said, “Money is the answer for everything” (Ecclesiastes 10:19). Money is essential in order to pay the 
rent/mortgage and to purchase all that is needed to keep a household. So while it is not wrong to desire money, 
the love of money will lead a person astray into idolatry and all kinds of evil. It is essential, then, to guard our 
hearts against covetousness (Proverbs 4:23; Luke 12:15; 1 Timothy 6:10). 

  
2. It was because the Pharisees were lovers of money that they scoffed at Jesus’ 

teaching: “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or else he will be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and wealth” (Luke 16:13). This would naturally lead to them resenting Jesus Himself. The 
job of your preacher is to “Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching” (2 Timothy 4:2). If at any 
time you find yourself scoffing at his teaching and resenting him, then you know YOU have a problem of which 
you need to repent. 

  
3. The evils we have mentioned in this lesson ought not to have any place in the life of a Christian. Indeed, we must 

strive to “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts” (Romans 13:14).  
 

“But you have not so learned Christ, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, 
as the truth is in Jesus: that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which 
grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that 
you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness” 
(Ephesians 4:20-24).  

 

 

Some people misrepresent this passage 
and claim that it says that money is the 
root of all evil. Yet money in itself is not 
evil. Instead, it is a blessing from God 
(cp. Ecclesiastes 5:18-19). However, it is 
wrong to love money and make it our 
highest priority instead of recognizing it 
as a blessing from God and a tool to be 
used in our service to Him. 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are the ones who reject the words of Christ because they overvalue 
the temporal wealth of this world. 

“Do not overwork to be rich; 
because of your own understanding, 

cease!” (Proverbs 23:4). 
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PART 4: OUTWARD APPEARANCES -.- 
 

THE PHARISEES WERE CONCERNED WITH OUTWARD APPEARANCES 
Lesson 12 
 

Introduction 
 

1. Jesus said to the Pharisees, “… for a pretense you make long prayers” (Matthew 23:14), and 
speaking of them said, “They do all their deeds to be noticed by men” (Matthew 23:5). There 
may have been some exceptions, but what Jesus says was generally true of them. In God’s 
eyes, of course, their prayers meant nothing and all their deeds were worthless. For the Pharisees, though, they 
were rewarded with the praise, adoration, and the respect of men. 

 

2. You might think all their pretence would only harm themselves, spiritually, but the Pharisees traveled land and 
sea to make one proselyte and made him twice as much a son of hell as themselves (Matthew 23:15). In view of the 
Pharisees’ corrupt heart, pretended devotion, and evil influence on others, is it any wonder that Jesus exposed 
and rebuked them so sharply? Remember, though, Jesus’ hope was to bring them to repentance.  

 

a. Jesus loved His people: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 
to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but 
you were not willing!” (Luke 13:34).  

 

b. Paul loved his brethren: “For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my 
countrymen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 
the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises” (Romans 9:3-4).  

 

c. God’s love for sinners: “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But 
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:6-
8).  

 

3. None of us today would like to be compared to the Pharisees, but if there is corruption in our hearts and we are 
living a double life (hypocritical), and all we do is merely a show, then our life is a sham; we are indeed just like 
those Pharisees. However, it is never too late to repent – God loves each one of us and He demonstrated that love 
in the cross (Romans 5:6-8). 

 

The Pharisees Were Concerned With Outward Appearances 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense you make 
long prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation” (Matthew 23:14). 
 

Q1. What does it mean to do something “for a pretense”? 
 

1. We have already discussed the first part of this verse and saw how the Pharisees took advantage of others (lesson 

6). Now we are going to consider the second part: “For a pretense you make long prayers.” When something is 
done “for a pretense,” it is done for a show. It is all about what one does outwardly for other people to notice; to 
give a favorable impression in order to receive praise. 

 

Q2. For what reason were the Pharisees doing all their deeds? 
 

2. Prayers said in sincerity and in accordance with God’s will are always acceptable offerings to God (cp. 1 John 5:14).  
 

a. However, the Pharisees were not offering up prayers to God (cp. Luke 18:11), but putting on a show in order to 
receive the adoration and praise of men.  

 

b. This is the same attitude that led them to “broaden their phylacteries3 and lengthen the tassels of their 
garments” (Matthew 23:5). Jesus said, “They do all their deeds to be noticed by men” (Matthew 23:5).  

                                                           
3 Phylacteries, sometimes called tefillin, are small, square leather boxes containing portions of Scripture worn by Conservative and Orthodox 
Jews during prayer services. Phylacteries are worn in pairs - one phylactery is strapped on the left arm, and one is strapped to the forehead of 
Jewish men during weekday morning prayers. The word phylactery comes from a Greek word meaning “safeguard, protection, or amulet.” 
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c. It was not about what was pleasing to God; it was about giving the appearance of doing things to be pleasing 
to God. 

 

3. We must learn from the sin of the Pharisees and guard against doing things for show rather than in sincerity. 
Consider the following areas: 

 

Q3. What errors did Jesus warn about in regards to prayer? 
 

a. Prayer: 
 

1) Jesus also addressed this issue in the Sermon on the Mount: “When you pray, you are not to be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be 
seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. But you, when you pray, go into your 
inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is 
done in secret will reward you. And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the 
Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. So do not be like them; for 
your Father knows what you need before you ask Him” (Matthew 6:5-8). 

 

2) We are not to make long prayers for the sake of length, pray as some kind of publicity stunt, or use vain 
repetitions. Instead, we are to pray with sincerity. 

 

Q4. What motivated the hypocrites to practice righteousness? 
 

b. Good works:  
 

1) Just before His teaching on prayer, Jesus said, “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be 
noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven. So when you give to 
the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so 
that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. But when you give to 
the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving will be in 
secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you” (Matthew 6:1-4).  

 

2) It is good to engage in these types of works; but it must be done with the right motives (1 Corinthians 13:1-3; 

16:14), not to receive the praise of men. 
 

c. Bible study: 
 

Q5. Why is it so essential to crave the word of God?  
 

1) “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, 
crave the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious” (1 Peter 2:1-3). We must have a craving for the word of God, which is essential for spiritual 
growth. The purpose of study, then, is to grow, and to know the will of God (Ephesians 5:17; Colossians 1:9), 
not simply to acquire knowledge that puffs up (1 Corinthians 8:1-3). 

 

Q6. What does “accurately handling the word of truth” mean? 
 

2) “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, 
accurately handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). We must learn how to handle the word of God in 
order to be approved by Him, not merely to be approved by men. 

 

Q7. What does it mean to worship “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24)? 
 

d. Worship:  
 

1) Jesus said, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). (i) In 
spirit: Spiritual worship is that where the heart is offered to God, and where we do not depend on external 
forms for acceptance4. (ii) In truth: Not through the medium of shadows and types, not by means of 
sacrifices and blood offerings, but in the manner represented or typified by all these (Hebrews 9:9, 24; 

Colossians 2:16-17); in the true way of direct access to God through Jesus5. 
                                                           
4 See Barnes. 
5 Ibid. 
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Q8. What is the purpose of true worship? 
 

2) Worship is not for our own entertainment or self-indulgence. We are not to lead or participate in worship 
in order to impress others with our “spirituality.” Instead, we must worship with a sincere desire to honor 
and glorify God as He deserves. All our worship must be with understanding (Psalms 47:7; 1 Corinthians 

14:15). 
 

Q9. What is the aim of every Christian? 
 

4. In the end, all that matters is that we please God: “Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be 
well pleasing to Him” (2 Corinthians 5:9). To the Colossians, Paul wrote, “So that you will walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). Regardless of how things appear to others, we need to be sure we “walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord.” 

 

Discussion 
 

1. What are some reasons that people put on a show of piety today?   
 

2. Who benefits and loses when good deeds are done for show? 
 

3. What is essential before any worship and good works to be of any benefit? 
 

Application 
 

1. If our worship and good works are to be acceptable to God, then it is essential to ensure we have a relationship 
with God. Every relationship begins with a conversation and is maintained by ongoing conversation. This means 
we must talk to God (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and constantly listen to Him speaking to us (1 Peter 2:1-3). 

 

2. When we engage in worship, it is essential to do so “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24) and to do so with 
understanding (1 Corinthians 14:15; cp. Colossians 1:9). 

 

3. While we may worship and engage in good works in all sincerity, we must still beware of seeking to appear 
spiritual and righteous in order to obtain the approval and commendation of men. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who practice their faith in order to please God. 
Instead, they are those who try to appear religious in order to be noticed by men. 
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THE PHARISEES LOVED THE PRAISE OF MEN -.- 
Lesson 13 
 

Introduction 
 

1. John says that among the rulers or Sanhedrin many believed Jesus to be the 
Messiah. The first surprise is that “many” believed in Him. The Sanhedrin 
was made up of both Sadducees and Pharisees. So it is highly likely that of 
the “many” that believed, some were Sadducees and some Pharisees. Yet 
those that believed would not confess Him for fear of the Pharisees expelling them from the synagogue (John 

12:42). The reason they feared expulsion from the synagogue was because “they loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God” (John 12:43). Here we are focusing particularly on the Pharisees. 

 

2. The Pharisees were filled with pride and considered themselves better than others. Those that consider themselves 
superior sought the praise of their inferiors – praise was the daily food that sustained them. Thus they would put 
on great displays in order to secure it (Matthew 23:5-7, 14, 23). 

 

3. Receiving praise is not a bad thing. Solomon wrote, “Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth; a 
stranger, and not your own lips” (Proverbs 27:2). Receiving deserved praise from others incidentally is one thing 
(cp. 2 Corinthians 8:16-18), but putting on a show in order to receive praise is another. One that loves the praise of 
men has little concern for the praise of God. Let us search our hearts to be sure that we are seeking God’s praise 
alone (Romans 2:28-29; 1 Corinthians 4:5). 

 

The Pharisees Loved The Praise Of Men  
 

“But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of 
their garments. They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, and respectful 
greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men. But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, 
and you are all brothers. Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. Do 
not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ. But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 
Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted” (Matthew 23:5-12). 
 

Q1. What was the general view of the Pharisees regarding themselves and others? 
 

1. Pride filled the hearts of the Pharisees, and they arrogantly thought of themselves as better than others (cp. 

Philippians 2:3). We discussed this in lesson nine when Jesus exposed those “who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and viewed others with contempt” (Luke 18:9) by comparing the prayers of a Pharisee and a tax 
collector (Luke 18:10-14).  

 

Q2. The Pharisees had an overinflated view of themselves, but what did they crave?  
 

2. The Pharisees had this elevated estimation of themselves and they had a craving for others to see it and 
acknowledge it. In order to receive this recognition, they did three things: 

 

a. They broadened their phylacteries and lengthened the tassels of their garments: 
 

Q3. What are phylacteries and why did the Pharisees broaden them? 
 

1) The phylacteries were small cases that would contain pieces of parchment 
with passages of Scripture written on them. This practice was based upon a 
command in the Law of Moses: “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals 
on your forehead” (Deuteronomy 6:8). However, this was meant to be a personal reminder of the Law. The 
Pharisees made these more prominent because they wanted everyone to notice. 

 

Q4. Why did the Pharisees lengthen the tassels on the hem of their garments? 
 

2) “These borders are the tassels with the blue cord to remind the wearer to remember the Lord’s ownership 
and obey all His commands (Numbers 15:37-41; Deuteronomy 22:12). However, the Law had not prescribed the 
length. So, to make them exceptionally long was popularly thought to distinguish the wearer as specially 
pious” (College Press Commentary). 

Broadening phylacteries and 
lengthening tassels. Perhaps an 
equivalent today might be 
someone that comes to 
services with an extra large 
Bible to appear more spiritual.   
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Q5. What did the Pharisees desire when attending secular and religious functions? 
 

b. They sought the places of honor and the chief seats: These were places of prominence in public settings – both 
social and spiritual gatherings. One would expect to see those of importance in these places of honor and the 
Pharisees wanted to be seen in such places. 

 

Q6. Why did the Pharisees like to be addressed as “father” and “rabbi”? 
 

c. They loved being called by special titles (rabbi and father): This was to distinguish them from the “regular” 
people and elevate them to a status that rivaled God. 

 

3. As Christians, we ought to be more concerned with the praise of God than the 
praise of men.  

 

Q7. As Christians, whom are we seeking to please? 
 

a. Paul wrote, “For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still 
trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10). 

 

Q8. As long as we are living a godly life, does it matter what others think of us? 
 

b. What others think of us does not matter. As Paul said, “But to me it is a very small thing that I may be 
examined by you, or by any human court… but the one who examines me is the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:3-4). 
Since the Lord will judge us in the end (Romans 14:10), the most important thing for us to do is to live in such a 
way that we will hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” 
(Matthew 25:21). 

 

Q9. Whose is the only praise that ought to matter to us? 
 

c. Our aim ought to be in seeking that praise that comes from God: “For he is not 
a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the 
flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; 
whose praise is not from men but from God” (Romans 2:28-29; cp. 1 Corinthians 4:5).  

 

Q10. Why is doing good works an essential part of a Christian’s life (Ephesians 2:10)?  
 

4. Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). It is important that we engage in good works. Furthermore, those works 
will often be visible to others. Yet our goal should be to draw attention to God rather than to ourselves. There is 
a difference between works that are done and seen incidentally and works that are done to be seen intentionally.    

 

 

Discussion 
 

1. What issues does a person have that causes them to crave preeminence and praise (cp. 3 John 1:9)?  
 

2. Do you think people were able to see through the pretensions of the Pharisees?  
 

3. What determines whether our deeds or works are acceptable (Ephesians 2:10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-3; 16:14)? 
 

Application 
 

1. Pride and humility will always manifest themselves in our speech and behavior (3 John 1:9).  
 

2. It may be that you do many good works from the right motive, but when you feel the need to tell others about 
them, you reveal a heart that is seeking the commendation and praise of men. 

 

3. We may not use titles such as “father” and “rabbi”, but it is still possible to seek distinction in legitimate “titles” 
(elder, deacon, and evangelist). 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who are diligently seeking to please God. Instead, 
they are those who do what they do in order to receive the praise of men. 

“Therefore we make it our 
aim, whether present or 

absent, to be well pleasing to 
Him” (2 Corinthians 5:9). 

 

“Let another man praise you, 
and not your own mouth; a 
stranger, and not your own 
lips” (Proverbs 27:2).  



The Real Pharisees by David Cambridge 

59 

THE PHARISEES HONORED GOD’S SPOKESMEN -.- 
Lesson 14 
 

Introduction 
 

1. There is a difference between worshipping one’s ancestors and honoring men 
and women of great faith. The Hebrew writer lists and honors many of the 
fathers and prophets and urges us to imitate their faith (Hebrews 11:1-40). Yet 
Jesus called the Pharisees hypocrites for honoring the prophets and the 
righteous (Matthew 23:29)! 

 

2. In fact, the Pharisees were hypocrites because while they honored the prophets and the righteous and said, “If we 
had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of 
the prophets” (Matthew 23:30), they exhibited the same spirit of those that murdered the prophets and the 
righteous. How so? In their rejection of John the baptist (Luke 7:30) and their opposition to Jesus. In the end, of 
course, they did have Jesus put to death (Matthew 26:1-4 > 14-16 > 47 > 57-68 > 27:1-2 > 11-26 > 32-50).      

 

3. Christians today can do something that is similarly hypocritical! If we honor the fathers and the prophets and yet 
refuse to imitate their faith, it makes us hypocrites. If we call Jesus “Lord” and yet refuse to do what He says 
(Luke 6:46), we are being hypocritical. So we ought to examine ourselves in this respect. 

 

The Pharisees Honored God’s Spokesmen 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments 
of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with 
them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets” (Matthew 23:29-31). 
 

Q1. Is it wrong to remember and honor the patriarchs, the prophets, and even godly people today? 
 

1. We might wonder why Jesus condemned the Pharisees as hypocrites for building monuments to honor the 
prophets that had been killed by their forefathers. Consider a couple of points: 

 

a. It is good to recognize and respect those who were faithful servants of God.  
 

1) Those that sleep: the Hebrew writer honors Abel (11:4), Enoch (11:5), Noah (11:7), Abraham (11:8-10, 17-19), 
Sarah (11:11-12), Isaac (11:20), Jacob (11:21), Joseph (11:22), Moses (11:23-29). He concludes saying, “And 
what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, 
also of David and Samuel and the prophets” (Hebrews 11:32).  

 

2) Those among us: we must also recognize and honor the living (Philippians 2:28-30; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; 

Hebrews 13:7). 
 

Q2. Why is it wrong to hold people guilty for the sins of their fathers? 
 

b. It is also wrong to hold people guilty for the sins of their fathers (Ezekiel 18:20). 
 

2. With these two points in mind, how could Jesus condemn the Pharisees and associate 
them with the sins of those who lived generations before them, especially when it 
appeared as though they were honoring the prophets instead of opposing them? 

 

Q3. If Jesus was not condemning the Pharisees because of their fathers’ sin, then for what was He condemning them? 
 

a. Jesus’ condemnation of the Pharisees: 
 

1) Jesus was not condemning them because of their fathers’ sin; rather, He was condemning them because 
they were guilty of the same type of sin.  

 

2) Jesus knew their hearts. Though they were honoring God’s spokesmen from previous generations, they 
were rejecting Jesus – God’s spokesman for the “last days” (Hebrews 1:2). Even though they claimed to be 
different from their fathers who killed the prophets (“If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not 

have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets”), they were the same and would prove this by 
plotting together to put Jesus to death (Matthew 27:1-2). 

The Pharisees honored the 
prophets, and while they 
claimed they would not 
have killed them, yet they 
killed the Christ of whom 
the prophets foretold! 



The Real Pharisees by David Cambridge 

60 

Q4. Of what does Stephen accuse the council? 
 

b. Stephen also connected the Pharisees’ actions with those 
of their fathers: “You men who are stiff-necked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears are always resisting the 
Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. 
Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? 
They killed those who had previously announced the 
coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and 
murderers you have now become” (Acts 7:51-52). The Old 
Law pointed to Christ (Galatians 3:24). Despite the fact that 
the prophets spoke about Christ (Luke 24:44), the Pharisees 
rejected Him and His gospel of the coming kingdom, 
even to the point of putting Him – and later His servant 
Stephen (Acts 7:54-60) – to death. 

 

3. It is meaningless to pay lip service to God, to His word, and to 
those who teach it (Matthew 15:7-9).  

 

Q5. What is true of one’s claims to have faith (James 2:18), love (1 John 3:18), and hope (1 John 3:3)? 
 

a. Our words must be supported by our actions. We may declare our love for the Lord, but John wrote, “Little 
children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth” (1 

John 3:18). We may claim to have faith, but James said, “But someone may 
well say, ‘You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works’” (James 2:18). We may 
claim to have a living hope (1 Peter 1:3), but if it does not prompt us to purify 
ourselves, then it is no hope (1 John 3:3; 2 Corinthians 7:1). 

 

Q6. What makes us different from those that murdered the prophets? 
 

b. It does not matter what we say if we don’t do what is pleasing to the Lord 
(Luke 6:46). We cannot claim to be different from those who “murdered the prophets” (Matthew 23:31) or those 
who “nailed [Jesus] to the cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death” (Acts 2:23) if we refuse to 
believe and obey His word. 

 

Discussion 
 

1. When does honoring the dead cross the line and become something sinful? 
 

2. How did the Sanhedrin react when Stephen made a similar point to that of Jesus (Acts 

7:54-60). What does their fierce anger and murder of Stephen prove about the charges 
he had brought against them? 

 

3. What attitude toward preachers and teachers reveals a Pharisaic heart? 
 

Application 
 

1. The Pharisees honored the prophets and said, “If we had been living in the days of our 
fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the 
prophets”. Yet they bore the same character as those who killed them! Do we look 
back at the selfishness and hypocrisy of the Pharisees and say, “If I had lived in those days, I wouldn’t have been 
like them”. Perhaps we all need to examine ourselves!  

 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are those who claim to be following in the footsteps of God’s faithful 
servants while opposing those who are actually serving God and faithfully teaching His word today. 

So You Testify Against Yourselves 
 

“They were inconsistent. Truly (ara, therefore) ye 
bear witness (martures este, you are witnesses) that ye 
allow (suneudokeite, you approve, consent o, agree with, 
or endorse) the deeds (ergois, works) of your fathers 
(pateron). While these people in Jesus’ generation 
said, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we 
would not have been partakers with them in the blood 
of the prophets,’ they were actually witnesses against 
themselves. They were the true sons of the murderers, 
harboring the same kind of spirit and character in their 
own hearts. Jesus said, ‘I send you the prophets, wise 
men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and 
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your 
synagogues and persecute from city to city’ (Matthew 
23:30, 34). This text indicates that they generally 
approved of their fathers’ actions (in this case, 
murderous sins)” – C.G. Caldwell. 

“And the Lord said, Forasmuch 
as this people draw near Me 
with their mouth and honor Me 
with their lips but remove their 
hearts and minds far from Me, 
and their fear and reverence for 
Me are a commandment of men 
that is learned by repetition 
[without any thought as to the 
meaning]” (Isaiah 29:13). 
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2. Honoring the dead is one thing, but we must not allow this to go beyond honor to worship. Only God is to be 
worshipped. Also, ancestor worship is a gateway to necromancy and spiritism (communicating with the dead). The 
scriptures expressly forbid all contact with the spirit world, irrespective of the nature of the spirits concerned 
(Leviticus 19:26-31; Deuteronomy 18:10-11; Job 7:7-10; Isaiah 8:18-20; Luke 16:19-31). 

 

3. We can avoid living a hypocritical life by (i) making it our aim in life to be pleasing to God (2 Corinthians 5:9), and 
(ii) doing what the Lord commands (Luke 6:46). 
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PART 5: ZEAL FOR HUMAN LAW AND TRADITION -.- 
 

THE PHARISEES OVEREMPHASIZED HUMAN TRADITION 
Lesson 15 
 

Introduction 
 

1. Every country, culture, society, and even families have their own traditions; some 
are good (annual vacations) and some are deemed evil (female circumcision). The New Testament urges us to follow 
“traditions” (1 Corinthians 11:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:15). So it is a mistake to condemn all traditions as wrong or evil.   

 

2. The Pharisees were zealous for the oral traditions that were handed down to them by the fathers (cp. Galatians 1:14). 
However, the Pharisees overemphasized human traditions to the point that (i) they considered them greater than 
the word of God, and, (ii) often transgressed the Law of God in favor of their traditions (Matthew 15:1-9).   

 

3. Christians today hold to traditions and it is essential to ensure that (i) we do not elevate them to the status of 
scripture or (ii) allow traditions to make void the word of God. 

 

The Pharisees Overemphasized Human Tradition 
 

“Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, Why do Your disciples transgress 
the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread [not hygiene, but ceremonial cleanness]. He 
answered and said to them, Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition? For 
God commanded, saying, 'Honor your father and your mother' [Exodus 20:12]; and, 'He who curses father or mother, 
let him be put to death' [Exodus 21:17]. But you say, 'Whoever says to his father or mother, Whatever profit you might 
have received from me is a gift to God - then he need not honor his father or mother.' Thus you have made the 
commandment of God of no effect by your tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 'These 
people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain 
they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men' [Isaiah 29:13]” (Matthew 15:1-9).  
 

Q1. How did Jesus respond to the Pharisees’ complaint about the disciples eating with unwashed hands? 
 

1. Jesus confronted the Pharisees over their traditions. The Pharisees 
asked Jesus why His disciples broke “the tradition of the elders” 
(Matthew 15:2). In response, Jesus asked them why they allowed 
their tradition to serve as justification for them to “transgress the 
commandment of God” (Matthew 15:3). They were zealously defending their traditions instead of the Law of God. 

 

2. Understanding the attitude of the Pharisees toward their traditions and the scriptures: 
 

Q2. In this context, what are the “traditions” under discussion? 
 

a. The traditions to which the Pharisees referred were a collection of oral teachings on the observance of the 
Mosaic Law. The Jewish historian Josephus said, “The Pharisees have delivered to the people a great many 
observances by succession from their fathers, which were not written in the laws of Moses” (Antiquities 13.10.6). 

 

Q3. How did the Pharisees regard the Talmud? 
 

b. These traditions were eventually written down in what is called the 
Mishnah. A commentary on the Mishnah is called the Gemara. These two 
works are known collectively as the Talmud. The problem is in regards to 
their attitude toward the Talmud: the Jerusalem Talmud declared, “The 
words of the scribes are lovely above the words of the Law: for the words 
of the Law are weighty and light; but the words of the scribes are all 
weighty” (berachoth 3.2). They valued the Talmud above the word of God!  

 

Q4. How might we describe the attitude of the Pharisees toward the scriptures? 
 

c. Since the Pharisees elevated man-made traditions to a status greater than the scriptures, we can see that their 
attitude toward the scriptures was, to say the least, liberal. They presumed to write their own ordinances and 
bind them on others. 

 

“You shall not add to the word which I 
command you, nor take from it, that you may 
keep the commandments of Yahweh your God 
which I command you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). 

 

Mishnah – this is a written 
record of the oral traditions of 
the fathers. 
 

Gemara – this is a commentary 
on the Mishnah. 
 

Talmud – the collective name of 
the Mishnah and the Gemara. 
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3. Jesus rebukes the Pharisees for making void the word of God: 
 

Q5. What was the charge Jesus brought against the Pharisees? 
 

a. The Pharisees criticize Jesus’ disciples for transgressing the traditions of the elders. Jesus then asks, “Why do 
you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition?” 

 

Q6. What does it mean to “honor” one’s parents? 
 

b. God commanded, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
long upon the land which Jehovah your God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12), and, “He who curses his father or 
his mother shall surely be put to death” (Exodus 21:17).  
 

1) Honor your parents. This means that one is to revere, respect, and obey them. A study of the word “honor” 
also reveals that “making provision” and “supplying needs” is also included. 

 

Q7. Is cursing one’s parents limited to speaking evil of them? 
 

2) Do not curse parents. This is an extreme violation of the command to honor one’s parents that was worthy 
of death. To “curse” one’s parents means to “speak evil of”. Jesus included this in His rebuke to reveal 
that cursing one’s parents was not limited to speaking evil of them, but included words that denied due 
honor. The words of the Pharisees were doing that very thing. These are words of dishonor: “Whatever 
profit you might have received from me is a gift to God” (Matthew 15:5). 

 

Q8. What scheme did the Pharisees concoct to avoid honoring their parents? 
 

c. “Some of the Jews, however, had concocted a scheme to avoid parental responsibility. They would designate 
certain of their financial resources as ‘corban.’ The Greek word korban is related to the term korbanas, 
signifying the ‘temple treasury.’ In Jewish practice, therefore, the word ‘corban’ had been coined as a sort of 
‘vow’ term. According to the prevailing tradition, one could designate his financial resources as ‘corban,’ 
which, practically speaking, was a way of ‘tagging’ them, suggesting, ‘this belongs to God,’ and thus was not 
to be used for personal interests” (Wayne Jackson). Now here’s the thing: the money that was tagged as 
“corban” was not actually fulfilled, but anticipated. The child still kept the money, but used the vow as a way 
to deny assistance to his parents in their old age. 

 

4. However, there is a sense in which certain human traditions can serve a purpose in our service to God, provided 
that we keep them in their proper place.  

 

Q9. What ought to characterize our worship service? 
 

a. Paul wrote to the church in Corinth regarding their assemblies: “But all things 
must be done properly and in an orderly manner” (1 Corinthians 14:40). When the 
local church meets together, the Lord does not want confusion and chaos. After 
all, “God is not a God of confusion” (1 Corinthians 14:33). This does not mean we must be inflexible in the 
order of our services, but it does mean that we must be sure we do things “properly and in an orderly 
manner” (1 Corinthians 14:40). The word “order” means “the accurate arrangement of things”. 

 

Q10. How is tradition employed to ensure things are done decently and in order? 
 

b. How can we be sure to do things “properly” and “orderly” (order is the accurate arrangement of things)? We can’t do 
this by following a prescribed order of services because the New Testament doesn’t afford us one. There are 
certain “acts” we are to do in our assemblies – singing, praying, teaching, giving, and observing the Lord’s 
Supper (Ephesians 5:19; Acts 2:42; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 11:23-26) – but no order for these is given in the Scriptures. It 
is up to the leaders of the congregation to determine an order of services that will avoid confusion and is 
deemed best for everyone’s edification. 

 

c. So how do we do these things “properly and in an orderly manner”? We do so by having a way that we 
customarily do them. In one sense of the word, this is a tradition and there is nothing wrong with that.  

“Every one of you shall 
revere his mother and his 
father…” (Leviticus 19:3). 

 

Human traditions can serve 
a purpose in our service to 
God, provided that we keep 
them in their proper place. 
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5. However, the Pharisees overemphasized human traditions. 
 

Q11. In what two ways can human traditions be overemphasized? 
 

a. Human traditions can be overemphasized in two ways: 
 

1) When the traditions are bound upon others as a religious 
requirement – The Pharisees did this with hand washing (Matthew 

15:2). The tradition wasn’t about hygiene; it was about ceremonial 
cleanness (Mark 7:3-4). The Law of Moses commanded washings 
for the priests (Exodus 30:18-19) and elders of a city (Deuteronomy 21:6-7) in connection with sacrifice and 
legal ritual, but it was never demanded of the people in general.   

 

2) When the traditions are elevated to such a level that they rival the word of God – The Pharisees did this in 
their “loophole” which they created for the commandment to honor their parents by dedicating that 
money to God (Matthew 15:4-6). Obviously, there is nothing wrong with choosing to dedicate money to the 
Lord, but it is wrong to disobey the command given by God (i.e., providing help to one’s parents in need) in favor 
of a rule that was made by men. 

 

Q12. How does overemphasizing human tradition transgress the commandments of God and invalidate the word of 
God? What effect does this have on our worship? 

 

b. If we are guilty of overemphasizing human tradition in either one of these ways, we “transgress the 
commandment of God” (Matthew 15:3), we have “invalidated the word of God” (Matthew 15:6), and make our 
worship to God “vain” (Matthew 15:9). There is nothing wrong with traditions that are authorized as expedients 
(1 Corinthians 6:12; 10:23), as long as we do not make them a requirement for others or elevate them to a level 
that is equal to the Scriptures. 

 

Discussion 
 

1. Why would someone not want to take care of their parents? 
 

2. Is there anything wrong with traditions? 
 

3. What other ways do people employ to make void the word of God?  
 

Application 
 

1. We must be very careful that we do not neglect the command to honor our parents. Some try to excuse themselves 
saying, “They’re taken care of by Social Services” or “They manage okay on their pension”.  

 

2. The word of God is our only source of reliable truth and authority. Let us be sure not to let anything – human 
traditions, human reasoning, or the works of men (e.g., commentaries, the Talmud) – take precedence over it. 

 

3. Every congregation will have its own customs and traditions, and I believe there are two attitudes we need to 
avoid: (i) refusing to make changes simply because “we’ve always done it this way” and (ii) making changes 
without any good reason simply because something is a custom or tradition (as if trying to prove a point). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who boldly defend the word of God. Instead, they are 
those who promote and defend human traditions as if they were divine law. 

The elders of some congregations will 
meet together for prayer before the 
start of services. It is their tradition. 
However, a certain man insisted that it 
was absolutely necessary – a must! 
While I believe he was sincere in his 
belief, I also believe he was seeking to 
bind a man-made tradition.  
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There is an overemphasis on 
converting others when we are 

willing to change the message or 
are unconcerned that the message 

has already been changed. 

THE PHARISEES OVEREMPHASIZED MAKING CONVERTS -.- 
Lesson 16 
 

Introduction 
 

1. The Pharisees honored the prophets and the righteous, and yet Jesus condemned them as 
hypocrites. At first glance it seems strange to condemn them for honoring God’s 
spokesmen. Here, too, Jesus appears to condemn the Pharisees for being too zealous in 
making converts. Again, at first glance, this seems strange.   

 

2. The Pharisees were zealous to make converts, which zeal is good, but it’s to what they converted people that was 
not good. We have already seen the Pharisees attitude toward the Law, the status to which they elevated the 
Talmud, and their hypocritical lifestyle, and it is to this they were converting people and making them twice a 
son of hell as themselves.  

 

3. We today must make sure we are first converted to the Lord and living faithfully before we go about making 
converts.  

 

The Pharisees Overemphasized Making Converts 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land6 to make one proselyte; 
and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves” (Matthew 23:15). 
 

1. We might wonder how it could be possible to overemphasize making converts! After all, one of the principal 
works that we have been given – both individually and collectively – is to try to convert people to the Lord. The 
New Testament places a good deal of emphasis on making converts: 

 

Q1. What were the apostles commissioned to do? 
 

a. The apostles’ mission was to “make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). Indeed, the book of Acts is a 
record of the apostles fulfilling their commission (Mark 16:14-20). 

 

Q2. What is one aspect of the work of the church? 
 

b. The church’s work is to be sure “the word of the Lord [is] sounded forth” (1 Thessalonians 1:8). 
 

Q3. What are Christians obliged to do in regards to evangelism? 
 

c. Christians are to support preachers (Galatians 6:6; 3 John 1:7-8) and teach others (1 Peter 3:15) as we have the 
opportunity to do so. 

 

2. Seeking to convert people to Christ is important. Yet there is an 
overemphasis on converting others when we are willing to change the 
message or are unconcerned that the message has already been changed.  

 

a. The Pharisees had changed the Law to the point that they were 
converting people to themselves, which did the converts no spiritual 
good. While their zeal was commendable – traveling “on sea and land to make one proselyte” (Matthew 23:15) 
– the Pharisees should have ensured they were following the Law correctly in order to convert people to the 
Lord’s way instead of their own way.  

 

Q4. To what did the Pharisees convert converts? 
 

1) “In making converts, the Pharisees sought rather to secure outward conformity than inward piety, change 
of external religion than change of heart. There was no love of souls, no burning zeal for the honour of 
God, in their proselytism. They were prompted only by selfish and base motives, vain glory, party spirit, 
covetousness; and if they converted men to their own opinions, with their false tenets, gross externalism, 
and practical immorality, they had far better have left them in their irresponsible ignorance (cp. Galatians 

6:12-13). 
                                                           
6 To compass sea and land is a proverbial expression, denoting the employment of every means, the exercise of the utmost effort. 
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Q5. In what sense were converts made “twice as much a son of hell”? 
 

2) Such converts were made “twice as much a son of hell” “on account of the manner in which the proselytes 
continued to be influenced and wrought upon by those who converted them, in consequence of which 
they were generally found to become more bigoted, more unloving, and more extreme than their 
instructors, and, of course, necessarily more corrupt” (Pulpit Commentary). 

 

b. Today, if we compromise and change the gospel message, then we will be guilty of doing the same thing. 
 

Q6. What was Paul’s main mission? 
 

1) Paul told the Corinthians, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the 
cross of Christ would not be made void” (1 Corinthians 1:17). This 
doesn’t mean that baptism is unnecessary for salvation - the 
Scriptures plainly teach that it is (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 

Romans 6:3-4; 1 Peter 3:21). Paul’s point was that his primary 
responsibility as an apostle and preacher was to preach the truth, 
not to baptize (make converts).  

 

Q7. What did Paul instruct Timothy to preach? 
 

2) Timothy was to preach the truth without compromise, even if 
people were uninterested in his message (2 Timothy 4:2-5). Converting someone with a message other than 
the truth of the gospel means we are not converting them to Christ. If we do not use the pure, 
unadulterated gospel – “the power of God for salvation” (Romans 1:16) – those who are “converted” are 
still condemned. 

 

Q8. What is the consequence for the one who preaches “another gospel”? 
 

3. We must not compromise or change the message of the gospel in order to make more converts. The churches of 
men have been doing this for years, but they are not converting anyone to Christ this way. Paul was not sent “to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel” (1 Corinthians 1:17). He wrote later in the same letter, “I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God was causing the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6). We simply need to plant and water and allow God 
to cause the growth so that we are converting people to Christ rather than to ourselves. 

 

Discussion 
 

1. Why were the Pharisees so eager to make converts? 
 

2. What are some of the reasons religious leaders desire to make converts (Galatians 6:12-13; 2 Peter 2:3)? 
 

3. Are those who are made “twice as much a son of hell” completely innocent victims? 
 

Application 
 

1. We ought to be diligent and zealous – corporately and individually – to preach the gospel, but let us beware of 
doing so from wrong motives (cp. Philippians 1:15). 

 

2. Jesus was very clear about our aims: (i) to make disciples of Christ (not ourselves), and, (ii) teaching them to obey all 
that Christ has commanded (not our opinions) (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 

3. The primary aim of every Christian is to establish a relationship with God. Every relationship begins with and is 
maintained by conversation, which means we must speak to God in prayer and allow Him to speak to us through 
His word.  

 

“I marvel that you are turning away so 
soon from Him who called you in the 
grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 
which is not another; but there are some 
who trouble you and want to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel to you than what we have 
preached to you, let him be accursed. As 
we have said before, so now I say again, 
if anyone preaches any other gospel to 
you than what you have received, let 
him be accursed” (Galatians 1:6-9). 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who sit back and refuse to try and make converts. 
Instead, they are those who are zealous about making converts, yet they have changed the message and are not 
converting people to Christ. 
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THE PHARISEES WANTED TO HOLD ON TO PARTS OF THE OLD LAW -.- 
Lesson 17 
 

Introduction 
 

1. Thus far we have been discussing the Pharisees during the ministry of Jesus, but now 
we are going to go forward in time to the gospel age. Jesus has endured the death of 
the cross, been buried for three days, and has been raised, and has ascended into 
heaven. The church, too, has been established. Many Jews and Gentiles had obeyed 
the gospel, and this included many Pharisees.  

 

2. Some of the Pharisees that had become Christians still believed it was necessary to be circumcised and keep the 
Law of Moses. This was a serious problem that was discussed by the apostles, elders, and Christians at 
Jerusalem. 

 

3. While this question was settled once for all at the meeting in Jerusalem, the problem still exists today. The 
Catholic Church has offices and practices that are only found in the Old Testament, certain denominations insist 
that Christians must keep certain aspects of the Mosaic Law, and even members of the Lord’s church cling to 
certain Old Testament practices.  

 

The Pharisees Wanted To Hold Onto Parts Of The Old Law 
 

“But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, ‘It is necessary to circumcise them and to 
direct them to observe the Law of Moses’” (Acts 15:5). 
 

Q1. What baggage had the Pharisees brought with them when they became Christians? 
 

1. All the lessons thus far have been considering the Pharisees attitudes and behavior during the ministry of Jesus. 
Now, though, we will consider how they proved to be problematic in the church. Despite all of the problems that 
we have seen with the Pharisees throughout this study, some of them had evidently believed and obeyed the 
gospel. A notable example of this was Paul (Acts 26:5; 9:1-18). However, many of them held on to the same 
attitudes and continued to be “zealous for the Law” (Acts 21:20). 

 

Q2. How long was it between the establishment of the church and the Jerusalem council?  
 

2. The church was founded in A.D. 33 and it was about 17 years later in A.D. 50 that the “Jerusalem Council” (as it is 

commonly called) met to discuss an issue raised by the “sect of the Pharisees”. 
These were Pharisees that accepted Jesus as the Messiah and obeyed the 
gospel.  

 

Q3. Paul and Barnabas had preached the gospel in many cities and many Gentiles 
had obeyed the gospel. Had they at any time insisted that it was necessary to 
be circumcised and keep the Law of Moses (Acts 13:43)?  

 

a. Paul, himself a former Pharisee, was converted in A.D. 34, and he was 
instrumental in preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. The first missionary 
journey: being sent out from Antioch (Acts 13:1-3), Paul and Barnabas went 
to Cyprus, Pisidia, and Lycaonia. When they returned to Antioch, they 
called together the whole church and reported all that had happened (Acts 14:26-27). 

 

Q4. Who came down to Antioch from Jerusalem, and what were they teaching? Had they been sent by the apostles? 
 

b. It was while they were in Antioch that certain Jewish Christians came down from Jerusalem and were 
teaching, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved” (Acts 15:1). It 
should be noted that this was not something taught by the apostles at Jerusalem, and neither did the apostles 
send these brethren to Antioch (Acts 15:24). Luke says that “Paul and Barnabas had great dissension and debate 
with them” (Acts 15:2a) because this teaching would effectively bring these disciples “into bondage” (Galatians 

2:4). So it was “determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to 
the apostles and elders, about this question” (Acts 15:2b). 
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Q5. What did Paul and Barnabas report to the brethren at Jerusalem? Who rose up at this point and what did they 
say?  
 

c. When they reached Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas reported all that God had achieved through them among the 
Gentiles (Acts 15:4). It was at this point that “some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, 
‘It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the Law of Moses’” (Acts 15:5). After 
listening to all the evidence, it was decided that what the sect of the Pharisees charged was false (Acts 15:6-21). 

 

3. Neither Jesus nor the apostles ever taught that circumcision was necessary for those living in the gospel age.  
 

Q6. When it comes to circumcision or uncircumcision, what really means anything, and what really matters? 
 

a. Paul wrote, “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working 
through love” (Galatians 5:6). He told the Corinthians, “Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is 
nothing, but what matters is the keeping of the commandments of God” (1 Corinthians 7:19). Clearly, by the 
time the gospel was preached, circumcision was not one of the “commandments of God.” Yet many of the 
Pharisee Christians (often called “Judaizing teachers”) wanted to bind it as a requirement upon the Gentile converts. 

 

Q7. Was the Law able to justify anyone? What did Paul say about anyone that sought to be justified by the Law? 
 

b. When this issue was discussed in Jerusalem, Peter said, “God made no distinction between us and them, 
cleansing their hearts by faith. Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of the 
disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we believe that we are saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are” (Acts 15:9-11). No one was able to 
perfectly keep the Old Law; therefore, they were not to bind it upon others. Even if one only tried to bind 
circumcision, this would still be wrong because trying to keep part of the Law puts one “under obligation to 
keep the whole Law” (Galatians 5:3). Those who seek “to be justified by law” – the Law of Moses – have 
“fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:4; cp. Acts 13:43). 

 

Q8. What is the only circumcision that really matters? 
 

4. Circumcision of the flesh has been replaced by circumcision of the heart. Under the gospel age, Paul said, 
“Circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter” (Romans 2:29). He told the brethren in 
Colossae that they had been “circumcised with a circumcision made without hands” by being “buried with Him 
in baptism” (Colossians 2:11-12). The Old Law that required circumcision (cp. Leviticus 12:3) had been “taken… out 
of the way” and “nailed… to the cross” (Colossians 2:14). It has been replaced with the gospel – the law of Christ 
(cp. Hebrews 8:8-12; Matthew 28:18-20). 

 

Discussion 
 

1. The Pharisees that obeyed the gospel were saying that Gentiles had to be circumcised and keep the Law. Why did 
they believe this was necessary (even after 17 years), but other Jewish Christians did not?  

 

2. Who were those that came to Antioch from Jerusalem insisting on circumcision, and what may have been their 
motive (Galatians 6:12-13; 2 Peter 2:3)? 

 

3. What lessons do we learn about resolving issues from the meeting that took place at Jerusalem? 
 

Application 
 

1. When people are converted to Christianity from other religions or even from a denomination, they may bring 
some of their baggage (superstitions, beliefs) with them. Let us be sure we are tolerant and patient, and that we teach 
the truth in love.  

 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who advocate for a strict adherence to the law of 
Christ. Instead, they are those who turn to the Law of Moses and seek to find justification for their preferred 
practices. 
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2. There are many claiming to be Christians today that are teaching false doctrines (e.g., Premillennialism, realized 

eschatology), and it is essential, not only to test the spirits, but to be able to refute them.  
 

3. Many today insist that we are still under the Law of Moses, in whole or in part, and we ought to have a thorough 
understanding of the Law and its purpose, and be able to show others the great danger of being bound by it.  
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The Real Pharisees: -.- 
Conclusion 
 

So who are the real Pharisees? As we have seen in this study, the way they are described in the Scriptures is often 
not what is intended by those who would use the label today. 
 

A Summary Of The Main Point Of Each Part 
 

Part 1: Attitude Towards The Scriptures 
When you insist that we must do all things by the authority of Christ (Colossians 3:17), some will label you a 
“Pharisee”. In this content they mean to say you are a legalist. Their justification is that “Jesus condemned the 
Pharisees for being legalists (Matthew 23:23-24)”. However, Jesus did not condemn them for insisting on keeping the 
Law, but for their inconsistency. They kept the light things of the Law, but neglected the weightier matters. So the 
real Pharisees today are those that do not keep the whole of the Law of Christ. 
 

Part 2: Rejection Of God’s Purpose  
Jesus had been talking about John the Baptist, and Luke notes, “And when all the people heard Him, even the tax 
collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of John” (Luke 7:29), and, “But the Pharisees and 
lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him” (Luke 7:30). The real Pharisees 
today are those that are not obedient to the teachings of the scriptures. To disobey is to reject the will of God. 
 

Part 3: Personal Corruption 
Jesus exposed the Pharisees as hypocrites: they appeared to be very religious, but their hearts were corrupt – they 
were full of selfishness and extortion. This meant that being religious was simply a pretense, a sham. The real 
Pharisees today are those that have corruptions in their heart and have their own reasons for appearing to be 
religious.  
 

Part 4: Outward Appearances 
Jesus made an extraordinary statement about the Pharisees: “They do all their deeds to be noticed by men” (Matthew 

23:5). The main reasons for this are the love of praise and respect. The more people praise and respect you, the more 
you are filled with pride, which inevitably leads to arrogance. The real Pharisees today are those that put on a show 
of faithful attendance, heart-felt worship, involvement in the work of the church, defending the truth, etc., all for the 
praise, respect, and adoration of men.  
 

Part 5: Zeal For Human Law And Tradition 
On the surface, it will appear that the Pharisees had a great respect for the Law of Moses. However, when we dig a 
little deeper, we find that they actually elevated the Talmud above the scriptures and had more respect for their 
traditions. The real Pharisees today are those that claim to believe that the scriptures are the word of God, but 
elevate man-made doctrines and human traditions above the scriptures. 
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PART 1: ATTITUDE TOWARDS GOD’S LAW 
 

THE PHARISEES DISOBEYED GOD’S LAW 
Lesson 1 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done 
without neglecting the others. You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel” (Matthew 23:23-24). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who emphasize careful obedience to the word of God. 
The Real Pharisees Are Those Who Fail To Do All What Has Been Instructed In His Word. 
 

THE PHARISEES TRIED TO DO THE MINIMUM IN SERVING GOD 
Lesson 2 
 

“For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who strive for perfection and try to do all that the Lord 
has commanded. The Real Pharisees Are Those Who View God’s Word As A “Checklist” Of Minimum 
Requirements With No Regard To The Principles And Implicit Instructions He Has Given For Us. 
 

THE PHARISEES DESIRED TO SEE SIGNS FROM HEAVEN 
Lesson 3 

 

“The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show them a sign from heaven. But He 
replied to them, When it is evening, you say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is red. And in the morning, There 
will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening. Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but 
cannot discern the signs of the times? An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be 
given it, except the sign of Jonah” (Matthew 16:1-4). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who are content with what God has chosen to reveal. 
The Real Pharisees Are Those Who Demand To See Signs From God To Guide Or Instruct Them Apart 
From His Word. 
 

THE PHARISEES WERE CLOSED MINDED 
Lesson 4 

 

“Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary, and saw what He had done, believed in Him. But some of them 
went to the Pharisees and told them the things which Jesus had done. Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees 
convened a council, and were saying, ‘What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. If we let Him go 
on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation’” 
(John 11:45-48). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? The Real Pharisees Are The Ones Who Refuse To Listen To The Word Of 
God And Examine It To See If They Need To Change Their Beliefs Or Practices To Conform To God’s Will. 
 

PART 2: REJECTION OF GOD’S PURPOSE 
 

THE PHARISEES REJECTED GOD’S PURPOSE FOR THEMSELVES 
Lesson 5 

 

“But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for themselves, not having been baptized by John” (Luke 

7:30). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who seek to obey the Lord to receive the forgiveness of 
sins. The Real Pharisees Are Those Who Reject God’s Plan Of Salvation. 
 

 
 
 



The Real Pharisees by David Cambridge 

75 

THE PHARISEES TOOK ADVANTAGE OF OTHERS 
Lesson 6 

 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long 
prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation” (Matthew 23:14). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? The Real Pharisees Are The Ones Who Use Others For Their Selfish 
Interests Rather Than Providing Help For Those Who Need It. 
 

THE PHARISEES SHUT OFF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN FROM OTHERS 
Lesson 7 

 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for 
you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in” (Matthew 23:13). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who are eager to convert people to the Lord. The Real 
Pharisees Are Those Who Stand In The Way Of Others Obeying Christ Lest They Should Be Saved. 
 

PART 3: PERSONAL CORRUPTION 
 

THE PHARISEES WERE CORRUPT IN THEIR HEARTS 
Lesson 8 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they 
are full of robbery [extortion] and self-indulgence [excess]. You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and 
of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and 
all uncleanness. So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and 
lawlessness” (Matthew 23:25-28). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? The Real Pharisees Are The Ones Who May Appear Righteous To 
Everyone Else, Yet The Lord Knows That Their Hearts Are Corrupt. 
 

THE PHARISEES WERE ARROGANT 
Lesson 9 
 

“And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others 
with contempt: Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 
stood and was praying this to himself: God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, 
or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get. But the tax collector, standing some 
distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, God, be merciful 
to me, the sinner! I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:9-14). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who are humbly seeking to serve the Lord. The Real 
Pharisees Are Those Who Believe They Are Better Than Others And That God, Because Of Their 
Righteousness, Owes Them A Reward. 
 

THE PHARISEES WERE HYPOCRITES 
Lesson 10 
 

“The scribes and Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; therefore all that they tell you, do and 
observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them” (Matthew 23:2-3). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who carefully keep the law. The Real Pharisees Are 
Those Who Disobey The Law Of God Despite Teaching Others To Obey. 
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THE PHARISEES WERE LOVERS OF MONEY 
Lesson 11 
 

“Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things and were scoffing at Him” (Luke 

16:14). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? The Real Pharisees Are The Ones Who Reject The Words Of Christ 
Because They Overvalue The Temporal Wealth Of This World. 
 

PART 4: OUTWARD APPEARANCES 
 

THE PHARISEES WERE CONCERNED WITH OUTWARD APPEARANCES 
Lesson 12 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense you make 
long prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation” (Matthew 23:14). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who practice their faith in order to please God. The Real 
Pharisees Are Those Who Try To Appear Religious In Order To Be Noticed By Men. 
 

THE PHARISEES LOVED THE PRAISE OF MEN 
Lesson 13 
 

“But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries and lengthen the tassels of 
their garments. They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the synagogues, and respectful 
greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by men. But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, 
and you are all brothers. Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. Do 
not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ. But the greatest among you shall be your servant. 
Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted” (Matthew 23:5-12). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who are diligently seeking to please God. The Real 
Pharisees Are Those Who Do What They Do In Order To Receive The Praise Of Men. 
 

THE PHARISEES HONORED GOD’S SPOKESMEN 
Lesson 14 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments 
of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with 
them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets” (Matthew 23:29-31). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? The Real Pharisees Are Those Who Claim To Be Following In The 
Footsteps Of God’s Faithful Servants From The Past While Opposing Those Who Are Actually Serving God 
And Faithfully Teaching His Word Today. 
 

PART 5: ZEAL FOR HUMAN LAW AND TRADITION 
 

THE PHARISEES OVEREMPHASIZED HUMAN TRADITION 
Lesson 15 
 

“Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, Why do Your disciples transgress 
the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread [not hygiene, but ceremonial cleanness]. He 
answered and said to them, Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition? For 
God commanded, saying, 'Honor your father and your mother' [Exodus 20:12]; and, 'He who curses father or mother, 
let him be put to death' [Exodus 21:17]. But you say, 'Whoever says to his father or mother, Whatever profit you might 
have received from me is a gift to God - then he need not honor his father or mother.' Thus you have made the 
commandment of God of no effect by your tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 'These 
people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain 
they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men' [Isaiah 29:13]” (Matthew 15:1-9). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who boldly defend the word of God. The Real Pharisees 
Are Those Who Promote And Defend Human Traditions As If They Were Divine Law. 
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THE PHARISEES OVEREMPHASIZED MAKING CONVERTS 
Lesson 16 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one proselyte; 
and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves” (Matthew 23:15). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who sit back and refuse to try and make converts. The 
Real Pharisees Are Those Who Are Zealous About Making Converts, Yet They Have Changed The Message 
And Are Not Converting People To Christ. 
 

THE PHARISEES WANTED TO HOLD ONTO PARTS OF THE OLD LAW 
Lesson 17 
 

“But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying, ‘It is necessary to circumcise them and to 
direct them to observe the Law of Moses’” (Acts 15:5). 
 

So who are the real Pharisees today? They are not the ones who advocate for a strict adherence to the law of Christ. 
The Real Pharisees Are Those Who Turn To The Law Of Moses And Seek To Find Justification For Their 
Preferred Practices. 
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